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Gentlemen, 
Dont deſign the leaſt Apology 
Vor the Preſent I make you 
isn theſe two Diſcourſes; the 
one being the pravateſhoughts 
of a learned Independent, the other 
| the united Judgment of the moſt emi- 
nent Presbyterians : Nor ſhall I ſay, 
las bas been lately done] that ] have 
no thoughts of pleaſing or diſplea- 

ſing in what is offer d for your Peruſal: 
T rather think, I ſhall do both; And 
that the Firſt Diſcourſe alone will 
raiſe in you thoſe two very different 
Senſations of Pleaſure and Pain. For, 
as tis eaſie to imagine, with what in- 
ward ſatisfaction you muſt reliſh the 
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Principles there, as being in general 
your own; when, with all your Admi- 
rers, you ſhall ſee how far Antiquity 1 
pleading in your behalf, and how per- 
jedi the TpenTIFicaTION zs; tho" not 
cloathd in that modiſh, winnin 
dreſs, you are allow'd to be ſo muc 
Skill d in: So on the other hand, tis 
as eaſy to foreſee your Anger and Re- 
ſentment | ſuch as your Proteſtant- 
popery Fraternity have lately given 
Specimens of] when J profeſſedly re- 
— NE HEE = the > Sac 2 | 
you ſo cloſely Copy after : When nftead 
of my purſuing your beloved Method. o 
pro and con, | a way you have artfully 
chalk'd out, or rather as artfully got 
t done for you] I rather chuſe to expoſe 
the very Quiver, whence ſuch a true- 
Proteſtant Triumvirate appear to baue 
fetch'd alltheir pointed Weapons: Wien, 


j by venturmg to pull off the Mask, I let 


every one ſee the old Independent, a- 


© gamthrowing about his Firebrands a- 


mongſt us: And when moreover;by ſuch a 
Method, I may, perhaps, have groen bel 
5 FM 
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beft Account hitherto of that ſweet Har- 
mony, ſo obſervable among the different 
Sects at Streatham and Croydon. 
JI know very well, your Lordſhip in 
particular bas lately told the World, 
with a great deal of calmneſs, that 
the Nau of an InverenvenT neither 
does, nor ought to affrighten you: But 
T am ſure, the Doctrine ought to do 
it, and I bope in time will have that 
Effect: And muſt it not make the 
Ears even of a Presbyterian to tingle, 
when he ſees you there vindicating a 
pack of wild Enthuſiaſts, whoſe Doc- 
trines were long ago cenſurd (as you'll 
ſee mthe other Diſcourſe here annex'd) 
as having a natural tendency to intro- 
duce your Lordſhip's admir d Scheme 
of a1piritual Anarchy? And therefore 
the true Presbyterian, I mean one that 
will be juſt to his own Principles, muſt 
be ſenſible, that your concern for their 
Intereſt, ic no more, than that you 


— ———_ 


n.. 


* See his Lordſhip's Letter to Dr. Snape p. 41, pre- 
fix d to Mr. Pillonmere's Reply. NY 
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Bave ſhewn for the Church of England, 
ſince you were made a Biſhop of tt. 

But ſhould your Lordſhip proceed 
with this ſeeming indifferency, as 
whether an Independent, Quaker, &c. 
this ig the Method I am reſolv'd to 


take. And I cannot but think ſuch a | 


Method as this, notwithſtandmg the. 
many excellent Diſcourles, ſuch a re- 
_ vival of Independency has occcaſion d, 
. might have done more real Service; or 
that a plain Lecture on thoſe noxious 
Humours, which once deſtroy d a true 
Engliſh Conſtitution, might ſtill prove 
the beſt Antidote; and ſooner rebuke 
that Spirit of Licentiouſneſs in Prin- 
ciples, that is now gone out, and rages 
with ſo much Violence amongſt us : E- 
ſpecially fince the Cauſe (which I rea- 

ily own with your Lordſhip, is of the 
laſt importance) ig now brought from 
_ theBar of Humane AuTroritY ; where 
your Lordſhip with great Modeſty has 
thought fit to baniſh Reaſon and Scrip- 
ture both: * Tho ſhou'd a majority of 
See his Loxdfhip's Preface to his'Anſiver to the 
Committee, 1 Voices, 


Voices, which now gives you ſo much 


Pam, ever appear in your favour there, 
I make no queſtion, but the trial of 


any Doctrines whatever, would then be 
 Judg'd fair at the ſame Bar; and Rea- 
ſon and Scripture wou'd ſoon be re- 
tor d to the Lower Houle of Convo- 
cation. 
' But, Gentlemen, ſhou d this Firſt 
Diſcourſe in general not diſpleaſe, tho 
flowing from the loole Pen of an Inde- 
pendent ; yet there are ſome Particu- 
lars in it, that, if I miſtake not, muſt 


create an Uneaſmeſs; I mean thoſe 


Cones which our Independent 
(not actmg with that reſerve you have 
jñudę d neceſſary) has unluckily drawn 


from bis own Principles, in relation 


to the Roman Catholicks. This pro- 
bably may give you no ſmall diftur- 
bance : For to me it ſeems highly in- 


cumbent on ſuch, who can invidi- 


ouſly diſtinguiſh themſelves by the 
name of true Proteſtants, either to re- 


jñect the Premiſes, orſhew the falſity of 


this Independent's Logick. Indeed, the 


Dilemma 
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Dilemma has a very ugly Aſpect; and | 
I have à juft concern for the honour of © 
az Engliſh Prelate; who yet can tel! 
tbe World, and has got his Seconds to 
hack lim, that the Engliſh Reforma- 
tion cou d neither haue taken place, nor 
fubſifted, without allowing ſuch Prin- 
ciples to be true, as our Independent 
& every where full of--— A Point that 
may be particularly conſider d (God 
wi mg J 2,4 lit 1 le time, af 1 am not pre- 
vented hy an abler Hand; and clear d 
p {rom thaſe Sophiſms or fallacious 
KReaſonings, with which the Chriſtian 
World is almoſt every day amus d. [Of 
this ſort the Reader may conſult three 
| Diſcourſes lately publiſbed by his Lord- 
| ſhip's Bookſeller Mr. Knapton, in defence 
of private Judgment, and agamſt the 
power of the Civil Magiſtrate in Religi- 
on, &c. Nedicatedtothbe ſingular A. Dea- 
con of Caermarthen. ] In the meantime, 
Jet me mtreat.your Lordſhip and your 
Honourable Aſſeſſors I am nom before, 
to {peak out plamly, as o the Matter 


u band—a Point, in which your Lord- 


ſhip 
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h Bas been more than once call d up- 
ne explam your ſelf, but Pitherts 
declm'd, or rather evaded, by makmg 
the Argument turn on tbe Civilities 
or Incivilities that you might receiue 
from ſome ſort of People. * Suppoſe 
tben our Independent's Logick, after 
all trials made through every Mode and 
Figure, ſhou'd happen to prove juſt and 
true— what then? Muſt not your Lord- 
ſhip in particular, thmk your ſelf o- 
Blig d to give upthoſe Notions you have 
maintain d in your famous Preſervative 
and el ſewbere, concerning the Religion 
of Papiſts, when found inconſiſtent wath 
your own Principles? I truly lament 
your Fate, my Lord, when, as a due 
puniſhment for the Affront offer d to 
the Argumentative Faculty of Mankind, 
you have evidently ran your ſelf a- 
ground, and rather choſe in this very 
Matter now before us, to incur the cen- 
ſure of an inconſiſtent Writer, than 


— 


* »» . II 


* See his Lordſhips Anſwer to Dr. Snape's firſt 
Letter. p. 36. 3 | 
VEN ſpeak 
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ak out plainly as this Independent 
Len The 05 ſervation is al ey made 
to my Hand, as to ſuch inconſiſtency, 
in the words of an excellent Autbor; 
who has been far more ſucceſsful 
zn his ae o fu Church, than 
our Lordſhip for the State : But you 
— yet 2 af 'd him an Anſwer; 
and why you have not, bas already 
been accounted for by the worthy Dean 
of Chicheſter. This Gentleman then, 
thus argues with your Lordſhip. * Tour 
Lordſhip ſays, The excluſion of the 
Parisrs from the Throne, was not up- 
on the account of their Religion. Three 
lines after you ſay, J have contended 
indeed elſewhere, that it was their un- 
happy Religion, which aLoxe made 
them uncapable in themſelves of Go- 
| verning thus Proteſtant Nation by the 
| Laws of the Land, My Lord, I can- 
not reconcile thefe two Paſſages : Pope- 
xy alone, you ſay, was their Incapacity: 
From which it may be mferr d, they had 


— — — _ * — —＋A—ä—ẽ 
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* Mr. Law's firſt Letter, p. 29. 
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no other Incapacity : Tet your Lordſhip 
ſays, They were not excluded upon 
the account of their Religion. A 
little after your Lordſhip ſays, The 
ground of their Excluſionwas not their 
Religion conſiderd as ſuch; but the 
fatal, natural certain effect of it upon 
themſelves to our Deſtruction. Nom, 
ſince your Lordjbip's own Explication 
1s not yet given, Iam willing to turn to 
one of your doughty Seconds, and ſee 
How cleverly he brings you off in this 
matter: Hear bim then —— Tis not 
their Religion ( ſays he, meaning the 
Papifts) conſider'd barely as a different 
one from that of k as differ- 
ing in many ſpeculative Doctrines, no, 
nor in any practical Uſages, that are, 
tho never ſo contrary to ours, yet poſ- 
ſibly conſiſtent with the ſafety of our 
Community, and the Ends of govern- 
ing us: But 'tis their Religion conſi- 
der d with reſpect to oxe ſpecial and 


* Mr. Py/e's Vindication of the Biſhop of Bangor, 
_ againit Mr. Law, p. 54 | 
. | dread- 
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dreadful Paix ci LE, the Principle 
which obliges Papiſts in point of Con- 
ſcience, to deſtroy the very Perſons 
of fuch as will not forſake their own, 
do turn to that Religion. Now, pray 
Gentlemen, what does this Explica- 
tion amount to? Tour Lordſhip has 
charg'd your ſelf, in af rmimng ſome- 
times, that tis not Religion that in- 
capacitates tbe Papiſt; ſometimes that 
7:s Popery, or their Religion only, 
that makes that Incapacity; and at 
other times, that tis not their Rel:- 
gion conſider'd as ſuch, but the fatal, 
natural, certain Effect of Religion --— 
Tour Friend, with a grave Air, ſays, 
nin your Juſtifcation, that as to the 
| fpeculative and practical Differences 
between us and the Papiſts, we may 
poſſibly be ſafe enough ; ſuch Differences 
conſiſtent, it may be, with the Ends 
of governing a Proteſtant People 
| ut then, it ſeems, there is one Prin- 
ciple, one "ares dreadful Principle, 
. that this glorious Second thinks proper 
to except in your Lordſhip's * 1 
e 
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He owns 'tis a Principle, and a Princi- 


ple obl;ging in point of Conſcience 


too; yet be will not have it reducible 
either to the ſpeculative or practical 
Differences between us and the Papiſts. 
By your Lordſhip's own Account, the 


Ground of Excluſion ig the Effect of 


Religion : But according to this Gen- 
tleman, tis not the Effect; but tie 
one ſpecial and dreadful Principle of 
Religion. — Riſum teneatis * | 
It were eaſy here likewiſe to make 
ſome uſeful Remarks on thoſe gracious 
Conceſſions, which this Proteſtant Re- 
conciler makes to the Papiſts : And 
it may perhaps deſerve his ſecond 
Thoughts, Whether, if this one dread- 
ful Principle ſhou'd be found to be one 
of thoſe Doctrines wherem We differ 
from the Papiſts ; whether, I ſay, ſuch 
Diſciples (my Lord) do not thereby 
allow the waoLe Religion, as taught 
by ſome Papiſte, to be poſlibly conſiſt- 
. ent with the Safety of theſe Proteſtant 
Kingdoms ? He may likewiſe, upon 
peruſal of the following e 

ſee 


fee reaſon perhaps, with many more, 
# £9" 35 O 9 Arne, the 
Way or Manner of charging this Ons 
Dreaprur PaixcietE; ſeging your Friend 
( my Lord) does it not upon the Jeſuit, 
or any particular Set of Men; but up- 
| on the Religion of Papiſts in general: 
Which our Independent, upon a ſtrict 
s Enquiry, will no more allow to affect 
That Church, than the World, I be- 
= HZHeve, will allow ſome Authorities, you 
may ſhortly produce in your large Col- 
lection, to affect the receiv'd Doctrines 
of the Church of England. Beſides, 
neither your Lordſbip, nor your Se- 
cond, ought to forget, that, if this 
one Principle be the only grand Ob- 
jection, *tis. equally ſtrong againſt a 
fort of People of another Communion, 
who are well known to maintain ir as 
Hi, and ſometimes as dreadfully to 
have 2 it in practice, as the moſt bi- 
gotted Papiſt in the World —— But 
why ſuch gracious Conceſſions, and at 
at thu time of Day? I believe (my 
Lord ) the good People of England, 
V Vid. infra p. 5 1. ſuch 
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ſuch as are with the greateſt ny 
true Proteſtants, have hitherto dread- 
ed the Papiſt, more in regard to their 
Souls than their Bodies, being well aſ- 
ſur d, that it more imports them to 


keep their Faith, than Joſe therr For- 


runes; concluding, thoſe Differences 
between us and them, ſuch as Adora- 
tion of the Hoſt, Purgatory, Indul- 
gences, &c. to be really the moſt fatal, 
as being Spiritual, to us and our 
Poſterity. But Lives and Fortunes 
are the great DANA with your Lord- 
ſhip; and whilſt you are zealouſly. 
contending for them, you often, very un- 
luckily, drop Rericion, as not ſeemmg 
to deſerve your Care. This Happen d 
lately in that 1elf-contradicting Page 
1 have already taken notice of, where, 
in order to juſtify the Excluſion of 
Papiſts, you have theſe expreſs Words ; 

The certain Danger of Our LizerTiIES 
and ProverTIEs | mot a Word of Reli- 


— — 3 „é— — 


* See his Lordſhip's Anſwer to Dr. Snape's Firſt 
Letter, P- 35, 36. | To 
2 gion] 
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gion | was to us the o Ground of 
it. Surely our Engliſh Reformation 
(for which your Lordſhip wou d be 
thought ſo much concern'd ) did pro- 

ceed upon another foot, and not in 
charging the Popiſh Doctrines, as de- 
ftructzve to Civic, Soctety : Proceed, 
T ſay, it did upon many truly Chri- 
ſtian Conſiderations, notwithſtanding 
it might take its Riſe from Worldly 
Policy or Perſonal Relentments. Nor 
will zt be eaſy for your Lordſhip, or 
any. other to ſhew, that this has not 
been the conſtant Senſe of the Legiſla- 
ture in every Proteſtant Reign fince ; 
our Statute Law no more approvmg of 
ſuch an Hobbeian Religion, than it does 
of that unconteſted Principle your 
Lordſhip has laid down in your Pre- 
{ervative { Page 44.) That every Ci- 
vil Government has a Right to every 
Turing neceſſary for its own Defence 
and Preſervation ; or that frank De- 


claration ſince made, * which contains 


— 


x See his Lordſhip's Anſwer, ut ſupra. 
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as much as any Arian and Socinian, 
Jew or Turk can poſſibly wiſh to be 
ſaid in their Favour ; I do not think 
Any Man's Retianon, ( ſays your Lord- 
ſhip) conſider d in it ſelf, an Argu- 
ment why he ſhou'd be deprivd of 
any of the common Rights of Society 
in this World. So that, as purſuant 
to your Lordſhip's unconteſted Princi- 
ple juſt mention d, the Admillion of 
the moſt profeſs d Enemies to Chriſti- 
anity, 25 a Right belonging to every 


Civil Government, when it ſhall be 


judęd neceſſary; ſo by this Declara- 
tion, the Excluſion of ſuch for their 
Religion, zs, in your Lordſhip's Opi- 
nion, 3 L, of —_—_— 
your Lordſhip may think, ſurely your 
Thoughts ks — have been conceal d 
ſo long at leaſt, as the Legiſlature 18 
known to declare otherwiſe, and Anti- 
Trinitarians ſtand particularly except- 
ed. The Papiſt, indeed, is equally in- 
debted to you for ſuch a ind Declara- 
tion; however your Intentions may be 
3 partial n dealing out your Favours. 
; a 2 But 
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But pray, my Lord, don't take it a- 
miſs, when I ſay, that neither any 
Power at Home can, nor any Pow- 
er Abroad ought to * 4 Diſpenſa- 
tion to any Subject how great ſoever, 
for e (either directly or con- 
ſequentially) the wiſdom of Acts of 
Parliament, ſo long as they are known 
to be in force. Free 
| But to return, Gentlemen, to our old 
Independent Principles and Logick, 
zn reference ta the Roman Catholicks. 
Tf you pleaſe, we will for once ſuppoſe 
that his Logick or way of Reaſonm 
zs falle: Or that he has abus d thoſe 
| Brinciples he holds in common with you; 
and like a Noſe of Wax, has wreſted 
em to ill purpoſes; [as ſome are 
thought to have done, in their Expoſi- 
tion of the 39 Articles of Religion 74 or 
laſtly, let us pronounce him a Jeſuit in 
Diſguiſe. Ii true, our Independent 
often rails agamſt Popery very heartily, 
and is ſeemingly an mveterate Enemy 
to the ck n general: But here 
S your Lordſhip will eaſily agree, (as has 


been 
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been Iately obſerv'd to you by an ingeni- 
ous Pen, for whoſe uſeful Performances 
every true Engliſhman thmks himſelf 
m ſome meaſure mdebted to your 25 ) 
* That tis one of the known and Stale 
« Artifices of that politicł Fraternity, 
*© to perſonate all Charatters ; to ap- 
* pear in every Shape and Dreſs, in 
* order to promote their mam Deſign, 
ce the ſubverſion of the Church of Eng- 
* land : which they have always felt 
* to be the grand Bulwark of the Re- 
* format ion, and the Mound that keeps 
* out the Inundation of Popery from 
cc once more over flowing all Europe. 
But then, my Lord, ſhou d not our In- 
dependent's way of arguing raiſe one 
Bluſh , when you ſee the ill ule e 
makes of ſuch Principles! Be your Lor d- 
ſhip's Intentions never ſo honeſt and ſin- 
cere, this can never juſtiſy the giving 
ſuch a Handle for every Knave to work 
by: And you can't but thmk, the Ob- 


a — 


* See Dr. Snape's Second Letter at the cloſe. 
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ſervation you made ſome Tears ago your 
ſelf, and that juſtly, upon the Diſſent- 
ing Laity (in your Perſuaſive, p. 48. ) 
75 OW as Fe  apply'd every day to its 
Author, by all true Sons of the Church 
of England, vzz. Many amongſt us act, | 
as if they thought it their duty to do 
every thing poſſible, in order to encou- 
rage Dwifions and Hatred in the Chri- 
ſtian Church. And as applicable that 
caution alſo, which you groe in the ve- 
ry Page before it, viz. Take care leſt 
your preſent Practice oppoſe your pro- 
feſſed Defign, and ſow not ſuch leeds 
of diſſention in the land, as will ut- 
terly confound all deſigns of union and 
re ement. 


And indeed, when your Lordſhif's 
high Station ig conſider d, it makes it 
till more amazing, in ſceing you ſo lit- 
tle cautions, as to venture (and that, 
it ſeems, without any views or defigns) 
_ fo broach ſuch wild Doctrines before 
your Sovereign; ſuch,as make all impos d 
Terms of Communion ſinful, and de- 

ſtroy all Eccleſiaſtical Polity in general, 
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as well as that of the Church of Eng- 
land in particular: and then, after 
having done your part in the Roſtrum, 
for promoting ſuch a glorious Confu- 
lion, to ſee you taking your Place in a 
Synod, which was then fitting for pro- 
moting the Peace and Unity of the 
Church, and defendmg Her Articles 
and Creeds, as far as it ſhou'd be en- 
abled, againſt the then united endea- 
vours of ſuch, as were for having all 
Civil Sanctions remov'd, that ſecur d 
the Church of England. *Twas this, 
my Lord, made theAnimadverſion of an 
Engliſh Synod ſtill the more neceſlary : 
And had not the Lower Houſe acted as 
they did, the World would have had 
much more Reaſon given for paſſing 
that hard cenſure, your Lordſhip has 
done for their ſo acting, viz. Not mak- 
ing a right uſe of their Reaſon and the 
Holy Scriptures. * Your Lordſhip and 
your Fraternity, may perhaps have no 


— 


I 


d * Seea Gentleman's Remarks on the Biſhop of Ban- 
gor's Treatment of the Clergy and Convocation. 
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that ſuch Bodies never di 


greater an Idea of a Convocation that 
you have of a Church: But you ought 
to know and remember, that they are 


a Number of Men veſted by the Con- 


ſtitution with a Judicial Capacity, to 
judge and cenſure. In that capacity 


they acted in all they did, with rela- 
tion to your Lordſhip: And, methinks, 


common decency ſhou'd ſince have 
taught you to treat the Juriſdiction 
you are under with proper reſpect; 
and not in the manner you have late- 
ly done, by an inſulting Preface to a 
voluminous trifling Defence. Com- 
mon Prudence ſhou'd ſuggeſt to you, 
| 1 e, and that 
you may not always find ſhelter under 
a Royal Writ. 8 
And whenever that time ſhall come, 
and the Cause once more be brought to 


that Bar of Humane AutTaorTY, which 


15 nom ſo much the Subject of Sport and 
Ridicule, III venture. to Prophecy, 
there will ſoon be an additional Charge 
drawn up; and it be made manifeſt 

gh 10 
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to the Griſtian World, that you have 
impugn'd the Godhead of our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour: th your main Subject 
did not lead you to the doing of it nei- 
tber; which was the only Reaſon, I'm 
well aſſur d, why the Synod did not 
think fit at that time to charge zt. Tho' 
had that venerable Body judg'd it pro- 
per to have given ſuch a Charge even 
the preference, I may venture to appeal 
to the World, whether they AE | 
done more, than what, in bonour to tbeir 
great Maſter, was highly becoming? 
Whether the Causk moreover, wou d not 
have had one particular advantage by 
ſuch a ee wa , mm letting the World 
ſee, that'tis one and the lame Enemy, 
tho in different Shapes, which the Con- 
vocation has been contending with theſe 
laſt twenty Tears © Whether the Idea 
that Men wou'd thence have form'd, 
pound not have been much clearer and 
ſtronger, as to the 4% 4 Identifica- 
tion ſo much boaſted of? and every one 
have been led to reflect more naturally 
on your Lordſbips late Performances, 
in 
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in conjunction with thoſe other valuable 
Pieces. — Chriſtianity not Myſterious. 
Primitive Chriſtianity Reviv'd.— The 
Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity 
And, The Difficulties and Dilcourage- 
ments that attend the ſtudy of the 
Holy Scriptures? Al which have ſuc- 
ciſſtvely appear d at the ſame Bax; and 
Sentence has, or won have been 
pronotmed; proceeding by the ſame 
Rules of found Reaſon, Antiquity, and 
the Holy Scriptures; which are things 
your Lordſhip has at preſent there ex- 
cluded. = ] = 
I your Lordſhip ſhall he _— diſ- 
pos d to prevent ſuch a Prophetic 
Charge, let me imtreat you to be ſpeedy in 
your Repentance; and, by a publick ac- 
knowledsment of an inherent Power in 
Chriſt (when on Earth) to forgive Sins, 
to take the ſureſt Method for procu- 
ring your own forgiveneſs in Heaven : 
And the doins of it now becomes the 
more neceſſary , and your Silence muſt 
be mterpreted as a farther indication, 
that ſuch Prophecy will be accom- 
| pl ifn'd ; 
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Miſb d; becauſe your Friend {one of 
thoſe I am now appealing to , one 
' whoſe Cauſe yo have ſo warmly 
eſpouſed , and whoſe Conduct yore 
have undertaken every way to anſwer 
for) does now ſfland cenſur'd afreſh 
by one of his own Countrymen, as 
having offended in like manner with 
your Lordſhip : Who, without any re- 
gard to your Lordſhip's former Example 
of a calm and ſerene Temper of Mind, 
has given way to bitter Anger and Re- 
ſentment ; and that for no other Rea- 
ſon, than becauſe his Antagoniſt wou d 
not give up all thoſe plain Texts in 
Scripture, that evidence the Godhead 
of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jelus 
Chriſt. * Thank on theſe Things in 
time, my Lord; tak another View of 


| . your ſelf and your Friend: and then 


tell the World, whether there be not 
a juſt Occaſion for Holy Sighs and 
Groans ; and whether InxiveLItY and 


1 


See Monſ. J. A. Dabourdicus Appeal to the Exg- 
liſh Nation, p. 196. 
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| , 


| 


Iaxgliciox can well receive from any 


thing in the World more Life and 


Strength, than from ſuch Declaration? 
of Divines ? 
Cadimur; E totidem plagis conſumimus Hoſtem : 


"Vivitar hoc pacto: Sic novimus 


I fball now proceed, and take Leave 


in aſſuring your Lordſhip, that if 
this Treatiſe, I am now introducing, 
be not thought bulky enough for an 
Introduction to that large Collection 
of Authorities, you have Re ſome time 


threaten'd the Convocation with, I 


Baue another almoſt ready for the 
Preſs; which may ſoon follow, if it 


\ | ſhall be found convenient: And if you 


are mmded to know the Method I pro- 
ceed in, it is as follows ;, 7 

1. I will fully diſplay the Indepen- 
dent Scheme, from the various Wri- 


tmgs of Independents themſelves ; not 


contenting my ſelf with any peeviſh Re- 
preſentations made by Preſbyterians, 
but ſhall lay down the Doctrine fair 


in the very Words of each Indepen- 


dent Author: Nor in this will I 9 5 
v. 
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Mr. Walker, or any other, my ſole 
Guide; being my 440 in Poſſeſſion f 
a very valuable Treaſure of tbzs ind. 

2. Iwill make a difimct and impar- 
tial Enquiry into the avow'd Doctrines 
lately advanced by your Lordſhip and 
your Adherents; and thereby prove un- 
deniably, that ſuch Doctrines are, in 
Subftance, one and the ſame with 
thoſe maintain d by the old Indepen- 
dents: And of thzs ſort of Proof, the 
following Treatiſe, fis preſum'd, will 
be thought a good Specimen. | 

3. 1 will take notice of the moſt re- 
markable Hereſies, ſuch as now chief 
ly mfefſt this Nation, as naturally 
ſprmgmg from ſuch Independent Do- 
Ctrines; and therein obſerve the juſt 
Deteſtation formerly ſhewn by the Preſ- 
byterians, on the Account of thoſe He- 
2 m a — — 

ubſcrib'd by no leſs than Fifty-two o 
beck Minifters, within the Province of 
London, bearing Date Dec. 14. &c. _ 


1647. | 
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4. Iwill farther do Juſtice to the fi 
Memory of ſuch Preſbyterians, in ta- 
king notice of thoſe Arguments that 
ſome of them made uſe of, in Defence 
of ſuch Divine Ordinances, as your 
Lordſhip ridicules under the Name of 
Trifles, Niceties, Dreams, and Inven- 
tions of Men : And ſince the Preſby- 
terians that are Living will not ſpeak 
out in the common Caule of Chriſt:- 
anity, tis hoped I ſhall not have their 
Anger in making the Dead do that good 
Office for em. ws | 
5. I will endeavour, by ſome plain 
and obvious Diftinctions, to ſhew the 
Fallacies or falſe Reaſonings of your 
Lordſhip and others, grounded on that 
Independent Principle of private Judg- 
ment in Matters of Religion; and 
hall more particularly conſider it in 
regard to our Reformation. 
And to let your Lordſhip into this 
whole Affair (which, I hope, may do 
ſome real Service) give me Leave to 
acquamt you alſo with the intended 
Title; which, with your Lordſhip's 
. Fer- 


9 


+ 
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Permiſſion, and my Bookſeller s Appro- 
9 bation, ſhall ſtand thus, - 


A Preſervative againſt the Principles 
and Practices of Modern Inde- 
pendents; in an Appeal to the 
Conſciences and common Senſe 
of the Preſbyterians and others, 
throughout the ae of 
Great-Britain and Ireland. 


any of you, Gentlemen, ſhall think 
fit, either to diſpute the Original of 
your Principles, or their being { as 
here charg'd) derw'd from the Inde- 
pendents; or ſhall offer any material 
Exceptions to this Diſcourſe of an In- 
dependent in Juſtification of your own 
Principles, I think it will be neceſſary, 
that you Ao, at the ſame time, oblige 
the World in two Pings; and which 
cannot be jule d unreaſonable in being 
demanded of you, viz. 
1. That, after ſo many negative 
Defences, you will now ſpeak out plam- 
ly in the Affirmative ; viz. what tboſe 
Doctrines or Principles are you do 


bold, 
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bold, and will maintain in common 
with the Independent Scheme; for 
the Whole you cannot poſſibly rejett. 
In what manner you do reconcile ſuc 
Principles with the receiv d Doctrines 
of the Church of England; and Laſtly, 
what expreſs W you ͤ can 
male, and will ſtand by, conſiſtent 
with ſuch Principles, in Favour of the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church of England. And 
Bere, my Lord, I earneſily call upon 
vou, and do expect, that you will take 
an eſpecial Care in your Collection of 
Authorities, that they be found every 
way agreeable and conſiſtent with a 
known FounvarTion PaIlxcIrLE of the 
Engliſh Proteſtant Reformation; I 
mean, a Supremacy in Matters Eccle- 
ſiaſtical. Jour Lordſhip muſt needs 
have acquamted your ſelf, what the 
united Judgment of the Jeluited Papiſt 
16, 


Let Kincs take care of CIVIL STATE; 
Let Cnhux ch of Cxuxcn MaTTEss debate. 


| Which ſhou'd make it the more neceſſa- 
ry for an Engliſh Biſnop now to be 


as 
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as explicite as poſſible in ſuch an 
Aſfair; and to tell the World plan- 
ly, whether you do allow of ſuch a 
Supremacy in this Nation, as has 
© a Power annex'd of Reforming in 
© Matters of Religion; and a Pow- 
© er of adding outward Penalties, 
© the better to mforce an Obſerva- 
tion of the Divine Commands: 
Without doing of this, my Lord, you © 
plunge your 7011 in an end leſs Round 

of Confuſion in all your Arguments 
on this Head : and whilſt you profeſs 
your ſelf ſubject to Authority, you - 
do at the ſame time ſubject that Au- 

thority to your ſelf and every Indi- 
vidual. But ſhou d it be your Lord- 
ſhip's Pleaſure to inſiſt on particular 
Authorities in ſuch a Collection, 
wit bout regard to the receiv d Do- 
ctrines of our Church; I am in no 
manner of pain for a Majority, even 
in that way of arguing againſt Inde- 
pendency; provided Learning and 
good Senſe only be allowed to give a 
=. i | Ver- 
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Verdict in this Cauſe. And one 


Inſtance I will at prelent leave | 
ſuch a one, ar 
muſt deſerve your Confideration *, | 


with your Lordſhip ; 


| © Reaſon and Experience, and the 
Direction of all Wiſe Men in the 


Church of God (Ancient and Mo- 


© dern) the Houle of Wiſdom, Coun- 
© cils, Reverend Fathers and Wri- 
ters, and our Church Þ in parti- 
cular, have directed and com- 
manded us not to interpret Scri- 
©: pture in Things of public Con- 
cernment to the Church's Rule of 

© believing and doing, but as we 
find it interpreted by the Holy 


Fathers and Doctors of the Church, 


— _ Aa. 3 — 


*. See Dr. Gunning's Paſchal or Lent-Faſt, Aro. 
Lond. 166 2. p. 23. 


+ Since the Reformation, Lib. Canonum Eccl. 


Axgl. Anno 1571. Videbunt ne quid unquam do- 
ceant pro concione quod a populo Religioſe teneri & 
\ cred: velint, niſi quod conſentaneum fit Doctrinæ Ve- 
teris aut Novi Teſtamenti, quodg; ex illa ipſa Doftrina 
Catholici Patres & veteres Epiſcopi collegerint. 
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© as they had receiv'd' it from thoſe 
| © before them. For that the leaving 
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of every Man to make any thing 
of any Text, upon any Device out 
of his own Head, to the founding 


any new and ſtrange Doctrine or 


Practice, as neceſſary therefrom ; 
or to the oppoſing of any con- 
ſtantly receiv d Doctrine, or Pra- 
ctice of the Church univerſal (for 
in other Matters they may happily 
with leave quietly abound in their 
own Senfe) leaves all bold Inno- 
vators, which can but draw awa 

Diſciples after em, to be as mac 

Lawgivers to the Church by their 
uncontrolable Law - Interpreting, 
as any Pope or Enthuſiaſt can or 
need pretend to be; and has been, 
and ever will be to the End of the 
World, the Ground of moſt He- 
reſies and Schiſms brought into 
the Church by Men, who depart- 
ing from the teaching and ſtable 
Interpretation of the Church, in 


b 2 * their 
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their own Inſtability and Science 
© falfly ſo called, pervert the Scri- 
ptures to their own and others 
(their obſtinate Followers) De- 
© ſtruction. H 34 
2. The other Requeſt is, that you 
will forbear miſting on thoſe evaſive 
Hords, Abſolutely, Properly, Indiſ- 
: _— and * like: For _ 
are hy your Lordſhip in particular 
laid on ſo thick, 9 tis not eaſy 
always to diſcern what is doing un- 
der the Veil. And therefore tis, 
as one has obſerv'd already, that 

your late Performances, at leaſt as | 
far as they regard the Power of the 
Church, are in themſelves a Nichr- 
Prece, perpetually ſhaded. with ſuch 
ambiguous Words. 17s this that 
makes it almoſt as difficult to under- 
ſtand your Lordſhip, as 'tzs now in 

ſome Points to reconcile the Biſhop | 


and tbe Rector; a very lucky Diſtin- 


——_— 


— 


*gee Remarks, ut ſupra, p. 7. a; 
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ction in your Lordſhip's Favour at 
* this twme : for witbout it, I much que- 
tion, whether you cou'd handſomly 
J reconcile a ſeeming Centradidtion, 
you have lately charg'd your ſelf with, 
in relation to your own good Name. 

All that I have farther to obſerve 
concerning the enſumg Diſcourſe, i, 
that as often as your Lordſhip meets 
with the Words Perſecution, Force, 
or Words of the like import, be plea- 
ſed to remember, 1 uch Words ought 
now to be ſoftned; there being no 
other ſort of Perſecution ar preſent 
tho that gives your Lordſhip ſo 
much Uneaſineſs] than Negative 
Dilcouragements. And as to thoſe 
other unmannerly Ex reſſions Ry 
Tyrannical Biſhops, &c. I humbly 
conceibe you may very well paſs em 
all by; as not at all affecting your 
Lordſhip. 


Ac to the other Diſcourſe, it be- 
mg Reprinted in 1668, with the Ad- 
5 dition 
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dition of a Preface and ſome few | 
ſmall Notes, I have: thought it pro- 
per to preſent you with it entire, as 
it ftands in that Edition. "Tis a ve- 
ry curious Pece, and ought to be bet- 
ter known: and I have great hopes, 
the Church of England may receme 
ſome conſiderable Advantage, when 
carefully read by every hers con- 
ſcientious Preſbyterian. The former 
Treatiſe joyn'd with this, muſt teach 
all ſuch, that you (Gentlemen) can 
never prove their faſt Friends, nor 
deſign em any favour : And if 1 
might be allow'd to caution them far- 
ther, I would m particular bid them 
beware of Mr. James Pierce's ſeem- 
mg Friendſhip towards em; * who 
has made ſome mY ual Improvements 
(Gentlemen) under your Condutt : 
the Free-thinking Airs he gives 
himſelf, and his profeſs d Rancour 


. 


* See his Letter to Dr. Snape, p. 29, 30. 


and 
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and ill Will to our Sion, ſhew him to 
be one of the worſt ſort of Indepen- 
dents. So that tis to you, Gentlemen, 
we are beholden for ſuch glorious 
Harangues as theſe, — I am glad 
* (lays Mr. Pierce) when I lee that 
mean and ſervile Temper gives 
* way to a more noble and gene- 
* rous way of Thinking; and Men 
* ſeek to govern their Faith and 
* Practice, not by the great Names 
* of Men, Churches, Councils, Convo- 
* cations or Aſſemblies ; but by the 
* only Rule, the Word of God. 
* This is what We have always pro- 
* fels'd; and I am much miſtaken, if 
* we are likely to be mov'd by any 
* Reaſons you have brought to the 
contrary. We can't ſee, that the Cauſe 
of Slavery thrives under your Ma- 
nagement, which is a mean Defence 
againſt a noble and brave Oppoſition. 
We rejoice to fee the Foundations 
* ſhaken, and the Fabrick ſinking, 
as we never doubted but it wou'd 
b 4 * lome 
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© {ome time or other Believe it, 
'© we will not, at this time of day, 
- © abandon a noble Principle, which 
© We have always held, either to 
© gratifie your perſecuting Humour, 
© or even to ſecure the Reputation 
of our much-admir'd Calum. Now 
what this Principle is, which Mr. 
Peirce ſays they have always Held, 
will be beſt ſeen m this Sion Let- 
ter; where every Presbyterian will 
find it his Duty and Intereſt both, 
not to talk of ſhaking Foundations, 
but rather the reverſe, in not oppo- 
ſing an Eſtabliſhment ; hut to act as 
their Forefathers there appear to 
have done, m abhorring that which 
they pronounc'd to be Evil in ſo ſo- 
lemu a manner; and wiſely recol- 
letting that twas thro' the Iznorance | 
of many, Deſign in ſome, and Obſti- 

nacy in moſt of their Bretbren, that 
a Toleration has for ſome Tears paſt 
been extorted from the Government. 


1 
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Agreeable whereunto is the com- 


* plaint, that even a zealous Excluſi- 


3 oner is known to have made in a 


* 
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ſet Speech; where he tells us, That 
© be finds by Coleman's Letters and 
other Diſcoveries, that a ToLera- 


TION and Indulgence ſhould be one 
of the greateſt Engines the Papiſts 


intended to uſe for the eſtabliſhing 


of Popery in this Nation: That the 
Diſſenters were then, it ſeems, ſq 
wile as to decee them; and how, 
but by ſubmitting to the Laws ? 
Inſomuch, that in 1670, and 1671, 
there was hardly a Conventicle to 
be heard of in England: And 
might never have been more, f 
that [the Romiſh] Party had not 


© been afraid of a great diſappoint- 


ment thereby: Wherefore to revwve 
our Diviſions, and to bring in, as 
they hop'd, their own Religion, 
they employ'd all their force again 
to get a ToLeratTioNn. IT ſay, they 
4 it, becauſe it cannot be ima- 

gin d 
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© emd, it could be from any Prote- 
© ftant Intereſt ; both Churchmen and 
Diſſenters publickly declaring their 
© deteſtation of it. | 

Upon the whole, Gentlemen, Ihear- 
tily wiſh, you ma Jes your Errors, 
and timely retract them for your own 
good, and the Peace of theſe poor di- 
ſtracted Kingdoms, 

And may your Lordſhip think it 
your Duty, to incline the Hearts of 
your Aſſeſſors in their making fome 
ſuch publick acknowledgment as was 
made but a few Tears ago at Oxford, 
by one who had lately been Profeſſor 
of Divinity zu the Roman Church * 
© I moſt gladly embrace this happy oc- 
© calion of returning publick Thanks 
© to Almighty God for his gracious 
* favour, in bringing me back to my 


— — 


* See Aylmer's Recantat ion Sermon, preach'd at 
St. Martin's in Oxford, Sept. 20. 1713. before the 
Biſhop of Oxford, and the Mayor, A/dermen, &c. 


© Mother 
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* Mother Church , whoſe wholſome 
Doctrine may vie with that of the 
* pureſt Times; whole Holy Diſcipline 
is moſt Apoſtolical ; whole excel- 
* lent Liturgy, and ſolemn, grave and 
decent Mor ſhip (equally diſtant from 
* the pompous Pageantry of Rome, 
*and the nauſeous Cant, and unman- 
* nerly Service of the Diſſenters) 
juſtly render her the Honous, the 
© Groxy, and the SurrorrT of the Re- 
formation. | 

However, if your Lordſhip reſolvu'd 
to proceed, and will have the World 
to —— that none of theſe things 
do or ought to affect you, go on; 


Ut mavis, da verba & decipe nervos 
Si potes ——— 


But Pray conſider well the Words of 
St.Cyprian, and don't think your ſelf 
unconcern'd in the Application | Ep. 
LIVII. Ox. Ed. p. 175. ] Viderit vel 
prævaricatorum numerus vel Prodi- 

torum, qui nunc in Eccleſia contra 
Eccleſiam 
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Eccleſiam ſurgere, & Fidem pariter ac 
Veritatem labefactare cæperunt. And 
the words that immediately follow, 
may as truly be apply'd to the Con- 
vocation in general, as well as to 
all ſuch Chriſtian Heroes out of it, 
who either cannot prevail with tbem- 
ſelves to fit as unconcern'd Specta- 
tors, or who are daily pouring forth 
their Prayers at the Throne of Grace 
for the Peace of our jeruſalem, in be- 
ing deliver d from ſuch falſe Doc- 
trines, Hereſies and Schiſms--— Per- 
manet apud plurimos fincera mens 
& Religio integra, & non niſi Domi- 
no & Deo ſuo anima devota : Nec 
Chriſtianam fidem u⁰ ENA PEREIDIA 
deprimit ad ruinam, ſed magis ex- 
citat & exaltat ad gloriam. 
J readily join Hands with the pre- 
ſent Arch- Deacon 9. Caermarthen, 
in ſaying, *That whilſt a Man flands 
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K See his late Proteſt, p. 20. 


up 
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* up for the honour of his God, and 


© the. Author of his Faith, no con- 
© fideration whatever ſhoud make 
* him afraid: He ought to oppoſe 
© ſincere Zeal to Artifice and Trick, 
and to adbere to the truth of Chriſt's 
* Goſpel with a conſtancy not to be 
* ſhaken. EE 


All-that I ſhall add farther, is, 
that tho' our Prayers are what all 
Mankind have a right to in general; 
and tho your Lordſhif's welfare be 
more particularly implor d by the di- 
rection of that Church, you have ſo 
deeply wounded ; which requires us 
to be expreſs im our Petitions for 
Nez and Curates; that they may 
* beth by their Life and Doctrine, ſet 
© forth God's true and lively Word, 
and rightly and duly adminiſter 
© his holy Sacraments : Tet when Men 
profeſſedly purſue ſuch Methods, as 
do m their natural Conſequences lead 


to Atheiſm ; when all Religions are 
repre- 
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repreſented- alike uncertain; and 
endeavours us d by ſome, to obtrude 
a New Goſpel, and by others to un- 
dermme the old one ; ſo that all 
good People eafily diſcern the De- 
ſtruction of Chriſtianity in general 
drawing nigh ; and have juſt reaſon 
to fear, what the Poet has obſerv'd to 
be true, 


Dii multa xXEGLECT: dederunt 
HESPERIX mala luctuoſæ. 


I ſay, when Men deal thus with 
Religion, and think and ſpeak in 
ſuch a manner of the moſt impor- 
tant Points, I do very much queſtion, 
whether the very Wiſh be not crimi- 
nal of being in the good Graces of. 
ſuch Gentlemen; much more thoſe 
modiſh Compliments, which are too 
often paid to theſe Writers in com- 
mon with others; and whether ſuch 
Conduct towards them, | eſpecially 
1 their pernicious Errors gain the 
eaſt Advantage thereby ] does not 


imply 
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imply ſome ſhare in that Guilt, which 


our Saviour forewarns us of m that 
ſolemn Declaration, Whoſoever 
ſhall be aſhamed of me and of my 
Words, of him ſhall the Son of Man 
be aſhamed, when he ſhall come in 
his own Glory, and in his Father's, 
and of the holy Angels. 


—_ 
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CONSCIENCE, &c. 
By an Independent, A. D. 1652. 


zz] 1 EN I conſider how ten- hl. 

J hl derly our Saviour Chriſt“ * 

W recommends the Precept 
of mutual Love to all that 

I profeſs his Name, mak- 

: ing it the Charatter of 
his Followers. By this all Men ſhall know John 13. 
that Te are my Diſciples, if Jou love one ano- 30. 
ther: And when I reflect how highly 

the Great Apoſtle Paul exalts the fame + 
Commandment, abridging into this one 
precious Syllable, the whole Duty of a 
. Chriſtian, all the Law is fulfilled in one 
word, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour. as thy Gal. 5. 
ſelf. I cannot ſufficiently wonder, to ſee 

moſt Chriſtians in this preſent Age, with 

Fire and Sword perſecute each other, on- 

ly upon the account of Religion: How 

| | B are 
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are we degenerated from the Primitive 
Believers, who would rather have given 
their own Lives, to 13 their Ene- 
mies to Piety, than ſought to take away 
the Lives of their Brethren to force them 
to Hypocriſie? Yet it hath pleaſed the 
Lord Chriſt in Our Days, «pon whom the 
ends of the World are come, to infuſe the 
like Tenderneſs into the Breaſts of many 
Conſcientious and Godly minded People of 
this Nation, who, ſeeing the Deformity 
and Unreaſonableneſs of thoſe cruel! Max- 
ims, * that preach Ruine and Deſtru- 
_ « Qion for the leaſt Difference in Belief, 

« ceaſe not to pray -unto the God of 
Heaven, and ſollicit the Governors of 
& the Earth, that an impartial Freedom, and 
& abſolute Incoercency in Matters of Relt- 
“gion, may be firmly and irrevocably 
ce eſftabliſp't for ALL that profeſs the Goſpel 


_ © of Chriſt. For Encouragement of which 


holy Deſign, woven out of the Bowels 
of Mercy,, and for Determent of thoſe 
tempeſtuous Spirits, that, with Thunder 
and Lightning, ſtrive to ſtorm Mens 
Conſciences, I have endeavour'd in this 
ſhort Diſcourſe to demonſtrate, that 
Conſcience-Perſecution amongſt Chriſtians 
is clearly repugnant to the Light of Na- 
ture, the Law of God, and the Evidence 
of our own Principles. | 

{| Ew e f 


I. Since 


I. Since we have ſo happily ſhaken off 
that intolerable Yoke of Popiſb Infallibili- 
ij (which neither we nor our Fathers were able 
to bear) it is become to us not only J- 
rannical, but abſurd, to compel others to 
a Way, that our ſelves confeſs may poſ- 
ſibly be erroneous; we ſee one Parliament 
repeals thoſe Articles of Faith which 4 
former enacted : That Form of Worſhip 
which the Laws of the laſt Age introdu- 
ced, is now generally exploded ; nay, the 
very laſt Reformation, ſettled with fo ſo- 
lemn a Covenant, and carry'd on with 
ſo furious a Zeal, is already by better Light 
diſcover'd to be meerly humane, and 
therefore deſervedly laid aſide : The late 
Synod"s Confeſſion of Faith (hatch'd by fo 
many Years ſitting) is now Learnedly 
examin d, and indeed for a great part ſo- 
lidly confuted, by Mr. W. Parker, and 
other Learned Perſons in Print : how 
prepoſterous is it then to conſtrain a Soul 
not only to forſake his Conſcience, which 
may be Truth, but drive him contrary 
to his own Heart, to a Way that may be 

Error | 
Since the Word of God is the /#- Rule 
of Faith, and no human Authority ſo 
highly im powered, as to bind up our 
Aſſents to whatſoever Interpretation it 
ſhall pleaſe to propoſe; it clearly follows, 
that as all the Children of God have equal 
wy. Intereſt 
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Intereſt in the Teſtament of their Father; 
10 no one amongſt them has any Right to 
impoſe a Force upon. the Judgment of 
his Brother: One holds Baptiſm of Chil- 
dren to be zeceſſary, another eſteems it 
unlauful, a third denies both theſe Opi- 
nions, admitting well that it may, but 
not that it mult be done: They confer 
Texts, look into Original Tongues, pray 
inceſſantly unto God, and profeſs ſolemn- 
ly the Sincerity of their Intentions ; yet, 
after all their Diligence, and Devotions, 
ſtedlaſtly remain in their former Perſwa- 
ſion ; truly for my part, he that ſhould 
adviſe Perſecution in ſuch a Cafe (unleſs 
his Fire brought Light too with it, to 
demonſtrate the Truth) would ſcarce 
ſatisfy my Suſpicion, that his Coals were 
ferch'd from the Infernal Pit. 

If we reflect upon the Difficulties that 
encounter us in the way to Truth, (for 
trait is the Gate and narrow is the Path) 
and withall conſider the Shortneſs of our 
Sight, (for here we ſee-bat in part and un- 
derſtand but in part) there will appear 
more Reaſon” to endeavour the mutual 
Aſſiſtance and Support, than malicious 
Ruine and Deſtruction one of another. 
However, ſince all ha ve neither equal 
depth of Judgment, nor the ſame Mea- 
ſure of Super natural Illumination, but 
the $jirit blomeih how, and where it pleaſeth, 

8 we 


we ought not to attempt ſo high a Pre- 
| ſumption, as to deſpiſe or perſecute our 
Brother, for his innocent and blameleſs 
Miſtakes, left we be found to fight a- 
_ God, who is the free Diſpoſer of 


is Gifts; we know the way of Man is not Jer. 10. 
in himſelf, but i Steps are ruled by the prov. 20. 


Lord. And therefore certainly did we 24. 
bear a due Reſpect to God, we would 
be content to wait hi Leiſure, who has 


be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall in time reveal 
even this unto him. Let us therefore en- 
tertain ſuch an one, who proceeds 1a the 
Simplicity of his Heart, with Mzk, till 
he grow up to digeſt Strong Meat. 

All Compalſion upon the Conſcience, . re- 
turns us flatly to our old Slavery under 
the Prelates; nay more, to the implicit 
Faith of the Papiſts; with this only dit- 
ference, that we are worſe than either, 
becauſe our Conſciences accuſe us of do- 
ing that which we condemn 1n others ; 
for whatſoever I am conſtrained to Swear 
or Profeſs more than I am convinc'd of, 
proceeds from as great a Tyranny as the 
High Commiſion, and is as blind an Aſ- 
ſent as can be match'd in the groſſeſt 


engaged himſelf by his Apoſtle if any Mar phi. 3.157 | 


Popery ; and dare we think, that doing the gom. 2. z 


ſame things we judge in others, we ſball eſcape 
the Judgment of God! 4 n 
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Farce is Puniſhment, and conſequent- 
ly not juſt, unleſs the Offence be volun- 
tary ; but he that believes according to 
the Evidence of his own Reaſon, is ne- 
ceſſitated to that Belief ; and to compel 
him againſt it, were to drive him to re- 
: nounce the moſt Eſſential part of Man, 
1 hisReaſon. Why ſhould we be command- 
on 4. ed vo ry the Spirits, to prove all things, if 
= Fus 5. there be not a Faculty in the Soul to judge 
2. for herſelf? Why are weenjoyn'd to ho 
fuaſt that which we find to be beſt, if after 
our moſt ſerious and deliberate Election, 
we ſhall be whipt out of our Conſciences by 
Penalties ? To what purpoſe do we preach 
= Souls into juſt ſo much L1b-7:3 of 
ripture, as may beget their Torture, 
and not to permit them to reſt where 
of find Satisfaction? Either prohibit 
to ſearch at all, of leave us ſenſible of 
ſome Benefit by ſearching. To believe 
what appears untrue, ſeems to me im- 
offible : To profeſs what we believe 
ntrue, Iam ſure is damnable. 
As it is certain, whoſoever: ſwerves 
from the Dictate of his Conſcience, com- 
mits a grievous Sin; ſo without queſtion, 
Rom. 14. they that endeavour by Force, or Artifice, 
to draw any Man to profeſs, or act con- 
trary to what his Soul believes, are as 
1 Cor. 8, deeply guilty of the ſame Crime; when 
12. Jou wound the weak Conſcientes of your Faw 
i 7 E 8 ' Boer: _ thren, 
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thren, you ſin againſt Chriſt. How dange- 
rouſly then ds they expoſe themſel wn 

the juſt indignation of God, who by Oaths, 
Impriſonments, Forfeitures, &c. both drive 
others and fall themſelves into eternal 
Perdition? How deſperately do they at. 

tempt to extinguiſh the Light of Nature, 
which indiſpenſably obliges all Men to 

deal with others, as they would be dealt 

with themſelves, a Light placed by God 

in clear and candid Souls to ſhine and 

guide them, but in black ones to condemn 

and burn them. I ſhall cloſe this Head 

with the Advice of the Apoſtle, Let as fn 14. 
therefore uſe our Judgment rather in this, 13. 
that no man put a Stumbling-block befare his 
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II. Nor are theſe ſo excellent and im- 
portant Truths built only upon the firm 
Foundation of ſolid Reaſon, but alſo upon 
the infallible Authurity of evident Scrip- 2 Tim. 2. 
ture. The Servant of the Lord muſt not 
ſtrive, bat be gentle unto all Men, apt to © 
teach, forbearing in meekneſs, inſtructing 
thoſe that are contrary-minded, if God per- 
adventure will give them repentance to the 
acknowledging of the Truth, that they may re- 
cover themſelves out of the Snare of the De- 

vil, who are taken Captive by him at his will. 

And another Apoſtle forbidding us to 

Condema one another, faith, Th-re is one 

Law-gtyer who is able to Se and Deſtroy: — bl 
. M 4 Mao 
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Who, art thou that judgeſt another? And in 


Rom. 14. Paul to the Romans; Who art thou that 


&. 


12, Cc. 


thou Faith? have it to tin 
happy is he that condemneth not himſelf in 


-. 


judgeſt another's Servant? to his own Ma- 
fter be ſtandeth or falleth; yea, he ſhall be 
holden up, for God is able to make him ſtand. 


One Man efteemeth one day above another; 

another eſteemeth every day alike : let every 
Man be fully perſwaded in his own Mind. Haſt 
ſelf before God; 


that which he alloweth; that is, whoſe Con- 


ſcience inwardly accuſeth not his out- 


ward Profeſſion. The ſame moſt zea- 
lous preacher of the Goſpel, returns ſo 
condeſcending and moderate an Anſwer | 
to a Caſe of a far harſher ſound than we 
undertake to maintain, that it ſufficient- 
ly proves he took his gentle Pen from 


1 Cor. 7, the ſoft Wing of the Dove, Hany Bro- 


ther hath a Wife that believeth not, and ſhe 
be pleaſed to. dwell with him, let him not put 
her away ; and the Woman that hath a Huſ- 


band that believeth not, and he be pleaſed to 


awell with her, let her not leave him, &c. 
What can be ſaid more efficaciouſly to 
oblige Chriſtians, in Charity and Meek- 
neſs, to forbear one another, than ſo ex. 
preſs an injunction of ſo great an Apoſtle, 
to live peaceably even with an Irfidel ? 


2 Cor. 1. And again, he denies that even the Apo- 
files themſelves have any Sovereignty over 


the Conſcience, but only Commiſſions to aſ- 
& Y | - + ; {iſt 


(9) 


fiſt the Conſcientious : Not that we have (ſays 
be tothe Corinthians) Dominion over your 
Faith, but are helpers of your Joy; therein 
exactly obſerving the Orders which 
Chriſt gave " __ poſtles, Go and Teach; 
not Compel ; and if any one receive you IP 
not, ſhake of the duſt 9 your feet; not wa. — * 
ple upon them as Duſt under your Feet. 
Conſonant to which Doctrine of Meek. 
neſs, our Saviour. thus inſtructs his Dif 
ciples, Be not called Rabbi (that is, Maſters, Matt. 23. 
in Spiritual matters) for one is your Ma- % 
ſter, even Chriſt, and all you are Brethren. 
To this belongs the patient forbearing 
the Tares, and letting them grow toge- 
ther with the Wheat till the time of 
Harveſt. As alſo that admirable Prece- 
dent of mildneſs towards the Samaritans, 
who refuſed to receive even Chriſt him- 
ſelf; whereupon the Diſciples James and 
Fohn would immediately command Fire 
from Heaven to conſume. them, as in the 
Days of Elias: But our merciful Lord 
rebuked their Zeal with this {weet and 
tender Reply, Tou kwow not what manner Luke 9. 
of Spirit you are af ; the Son of Man is not 5+ 
come to deſtroy Mens lives, bat to ſave them. 
Which one Example abundantly ſatisfies _ 
all Objections drawn from the Practice 
of Elias, Jehu, the Sons of Levi, c. in 
the Old Teſtament; for, as they had an 
exprels Command from God to warrant 
* | their 


3 
their-Zeal, we. have an expreſs Warrant 
from Chriſt to command us Meekneſs. 
If any one ſhall ſhuffle in a ſuſpicion, 

that this moderate Temper was meant 
only for the Times of Perſecution, when 
the Chriſtians had no Temporal Power: 
Let him firſt confeſs, that thoſe were the 
beſt and and pureſt Times, and then 
ſhew a Warrant dormant under our Sa- 
viour's Hand, (that is in his Goſpel) to 
commiſſionate his Diſciples (as ſoon as 
they ſhould get the Sword into their 
Hands) to cut the Throats of all diſo- 
beyers, and I ſubmit; but if they can 
cite no fuch Authority, let them freely 
acknowledge, that Perſecation for Conſci- 
ence is an unwarrantable Tyranny over the 
juſt Privileges and Liberty of a Chriſtian. 

III. Conſonant to theſe Reaſons and 
clear Texts of Scripture, are the Principles 
of all the Godly and Mill. affected of this 
Nation. To begin with them to whom 
we owe this liberty of Diſcourſing, the 


unparallell d Army; in all whoſe Proceed- 


ings and Declarations (eſpecially ſince 
managed by the prodigiouſly ſucceſsful 
Hands of the two later Generals) their 


Motto has been, Liberty to all tender and 


oppreſſed Conſciences ; the Glory of which 
ſo dazles the Eyes of our Enemies, and 
encourages the Hearts of our Friends, 


that notwithſtanding whatever other 


Diſ- 
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Diſadvantage, we ftill find the Author 
of our Victory mindful of the Word which 


himſelf gave to our Army, The Meek ſhall 
inherit the Land; of which ſhort Texts 


written in our Enſns, we may read a 
clear and perfect Commentary in the 
Propoſals of the fame ftill triumphing 
Army, Auguſt 1. 1647. when penetra- 
ting exactly into the true ſtate of the 

Queſtion, they prudeatly diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the QUiETExXERCisERSOFf 
their Conſciences and ACTIVE Px Et» 
JUDICERsS. of the Common-wealth, 
and thereupon offer their earneſt De- 
fires, That all coercive Power, and all 
civil Penalties for Non-conformity, be whol- 
ly repealed, and ſome other proviſion 
made againft ſuch Papiſts as ſhould di- 
ſturb the publick Peace. 

Many and wonderful are the Delive- 
rances which our good God has diſpen- 
ſed to his Servants, in reward of this 
their inclination to Mercitulneſs; yet a- 
mongſt all che glorious appearances and 
out-goings of the Lord for his Pcople, 
none can be found more eminent than 
the renowned Victories over thoſe Rigid 
and Severe Kirk Armies of the Scots upon 
the doubly memorable 3d Day of Sy- 
tember, 1650, and 1651. who declining 
the mild Counſel of our Saviour, to poſ- 
feſs their Souls pith Patience, 1 
F F . 4 +» of a F P : | Ol 


La a+ x — bi Þ oro 


12) 


loſt their Lives by Violence; a fatal Ar- 
gument deciding this very Controverſy in 
- favour of Meekneſs, where the maintain» 
ers of Compulſion were no leſs ingeniouſſy 


than cruelly confuted, whilſt aſſuming to 
themſelves a Power to force our Souls, 
they could not ſo much as defend their 
own Bodies. 

In memory of the firſt of which great 
Salvations from the Pride and Fury of the 
Presbyterian Prieſthood, the Parliament, as 


a new Covenant of Thankſgiving for ſo 


ſeaſonable a Mercy, in the ſame firſt 
Month enacted an aboliſhment of divers 
rigorous and penal Statutes, contriv'd on 


- purpoſe by the hanghty Prelates, to break 
'the Hearts of thoſe, whoſe Conſciences 


they could not bend; which one Act 
has won more Hearts to acknow- 
ledge and love the Authority of the Par- 
liament, than all their ſtupendious Victo- 
Ties have forced Bodies to' confeſs and 
fear their Power; and (if it be not 
check'd by Limitations and Partiality in 


the Execution) will render them abſo- 


lute Maſters of all that underſtand their 
own Felicity; for what can be imagined 
more welcome to a Chriſtian People, 
newly delivered from an Anti-chriſtian 
Bondage, than to ſee themſelves infran- 
chis'd into a holy Liberty of proceeding 
WE ©1970 \ . ſincerely 
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fncerely according to their Conſciences in 
the worſhip of their God ? 

Wherefore, as we are full of Joy for 
ſo excellent an Act, by which (as the 
Apoſtle faith) we are called unto Liberty, 
ſo we are full of hopes to be perfealy 
happy, by the free and univerſal obſer- 
vation thereof, without the leaſt Self- 
" Intereſt or Reſpect of Perſons, being ſo 
conformable to the conſtant received 
Maxims, and ſolemn deliberate Profeſh- 
on of the Parliament, as appears by the. 
Declaration of the Lords and Commons, 


in Anſwer te the Scotch Papers, March 4. Fol. 43. 


1647. where the Diſcipline of Eceleſiaſti- 
cal Cenſures, and all other Paniſbhments for 
mattters of Religion are diſclaimed, as 
grounded upon Popiſþ and Prelatical Prin- 
ciples ; not to be revived under any Image 
or Shape whatſoever. And a little after, 
Fol. 63, they proceed in the ſame ſenſe. 
We ſhall not be _ at the Day of Judg- 
ment, that we hawe been more forward to 
SET CHRIST AT LIBERTY, than 
to CAST himwmtoPrisSON, it being bet- 
ter in our Opinion (where the Caſe is not ves 
ry clear) to LEAVE Go p toda againſt 
many Errors, than to USE HIS AUTHO= 
KIT V for the ſuppreſſing of one Truth; the 
weapons of Faſting and Prayer being both. 
more Chriſtian, and more available in ſech 
Caſes, than thoſe of Force ans Violence - 
| | An 
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And yet more fully (if poſſible) in ano- 
ther Declaration in Anſwer to the Let- 
ters of the Scotch Commiſſioners, Feb. 17, 
1648. As for the truth and power of Re- 
ligion, it being a thing Intrinſical between 
God and the Soul, and the matters of FArTH 
in the Goſpel being ſuch As NO NATURAL 
LIGHT DOTH REACH UNTO, we conceive 
there is no humane Power of Coercion there- 
anto, nor to reſtrain Men from believing 


perſwaded of. Words of that ſolid Weight 
and precious Value, as to deſerve to be 
engraven with Letters of Gold, and re- 
ligiouſly obſerved for ever, by all tender 
Conſciences, as an Oracle 

Conformable to the aforeſaid Princi- 
ples is that excellent Doctrine and Ad- 
vice ſet down by Mr. Parker and his 
Brethren, in their Examen of the late 
Snod's Confeſſion of Faith, in theſe Words, 
Liberty of Conſcience may be infring'd, Firſt, 
By ſeeking by violent means to alter Conſci- 
entious Men's Judgments, and their preſent 
Perſwaſion ; for it is the Office of him who is 
the Lord of Conſcience, to lighten and change 
Men's Minds when and how he pleaſeth. Let 
us therefore, as many as be Perfect, be thus 
minded, and if in any thing you be otherwiſe 


minded, God ſhall reveal this unto you. 2dly, 


By inciting another by like forcible means to 
will and act againſt his Conſcience, and 
| 7-20 | much 
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much more by Impri 
or Threats. 
troy his Soul, ver. 20. 23. And in Page 
230. thus, We would not have you aſſume 
to your ſelves, or attribute unto others, 4 
PowER to Lord it over Mens Faith and 
——— eſpecially when Men wall obedi- 
ently towards thoſe that are in Places of Rule 
and Authority, and live a godly, ſober, ho- 
| eſt, peaceable and unblamable Life. If Men 
will do wickedly, and defend a Liberty in 
Chriſt ſo to do, let them be liable to the 
Sword of Juſtice for ſo doing : but far be it 
from us ſo much as by Example to draw a 
weak Brother, a Saint and Fellow Servant 
of the Lord, when no Man can accuſe, bit 
for his D1FFERING JUDGMENT, 
to do any thing againſt Conſcience, whereby he 
ſhould condemn himſelf, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks. 


riſonment, Mule, Terrors, Rom. 14. 
For this is to make him de- 221. 


How much more ought Governours to be ten- Rom. 14. 


der and abſtemious in the uſe of violent and 
coercive Means, 10 precipitate Men into ſuch 
perillous and deſtructive Courſes. All Aut ho- 
rity is given of God for Mens Welfare, and 
much more for the Preſervation, and not the 
Deſtruttion of the Soul. 
And we may well believe that the 
Religious and Valiant Major General 
Harriſon aims at the ſame Mark, when 
(in his Letter to the Speaker, dated the 
7th Day of the 7th Month, 1651.) he 
lays thus, The Lord grant the Parliament 


may 
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may relievę e e open 4 wide 


Door to the publiſhing of the everlaſting Go- 


ſpel of Our only Lord and Saviour, &c. 


By theſe Conſiderations (I conceive) 


is clearly demonſtrated, the Freedom of 
a Chriſtian Soul in her Commerce for 


Heaven; which fince the merciful Boun- 
ty of God holds forth indifferently to all, 


the cruel Covetouſneſs of Man ought not 


to obſtruct to any; ſurely it is the worſt 


of Monopolies, to lay Impoſitions upon 


the way to Paradice: Chriſt by his 


Death, removed the Angel that chaſed 


from thence our firſt Parents; and ſhall 


any of us take the flaming Sword into 


our Hands to ſheath it in the Bowels of 
a poor Pilgrim, who with a ſincere Heart 


travels to the ſame Country, only be- 
cauſe he goes not in our Company? In my 


Father's Houſe are many Manſions, ſays 


Chriſt; why may not there be as mary 
Paths that lead to them? If they that. 


have no Law ſhall be judged without 
the Law, certainly they that anblame- 


ably miſtake the Law ſhall be tryed ac- 


cording to thoſe Expoſitions which ap- 
peared unto them, to be the Meaning 


of the Lawgiver (for the Senſe is the 


2 Cor. 3. 


Law and not the Letter) *ſpecially hav- 
ing ſo gracious a Judge who has already 


declared by his Apoſtle, If there be firſt a 


willing Mind it in accepted, according to that 
* h 
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a Man hath, and | not according to that 4 
Man hath 10. 8 . e 1 KA. [, io 175 
Wherefore let us not by a ſudden Vio- 
lence break in pieces the C onſciences. of Our 
Brethren, Hur wildly entern into a 
cordial and ingenuous Unzty, that Righ- 
teouſneſs and Peace may flow beute 
0 „ 7 | $1134 wo a 
in the ſame Channel, and not as broken 
Ice, daſh onè àgaidſt another: Let us 
patiently expect till the Lord be pleaſed 
to take off the Veil from their Hearts, 
that are other-ways minded, and. not 
by forcing their Jadgments add to their 


renn r en 
il'of Ignorance,a worfer, f Hy pocri- 
de, it being 10% a com en Eper 
ment, that generally the Iſſue of compul- 
ſionary and forced Conformity Cloſes in this, 
to make tome: few * conterteit Prote- 
ſtants, and a great many, real Atheiſts, | 
Whence it is clearly concluded, that 
the only true Means of winniog Souls to, 
God, is the Goſpellary-way of Aecknels, 
and Perſwaſioa ; and indeed it may wor- 
 thily be eſteemed the prime Miracle of 
14 11 171. ere. | JE * 
Chriſtianity, that, a perſon ſo humble as 
as our Saviour appeared, without the 
Aſſiſtance of Kings and Princes, without 
the enchantiag Words of Man's Wiſdom, 
without the affighting Threats of Hues, 
Sequeſtrations, Impriſoaments and Death, 
(though all theſę were abſolutely ſub- 
jet to his Pleaſure) ſhould conquer 
rn 
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nity ia the Author, and a Purity in the 
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Powers and Princh palitjes, ſhould out- 
charm the Magick of humane Eloquence, 
and by the admirable Succeſs of his Mild. 
neſs CARR all thoſe Politick Religions 
that confeſs 55 own Crazineſs, by u- 
ſing Cruelt port them; whereas 
to Reduel che iche edient only with. the 
pon of f Genrlenefs and Admonition, or 
at moſt Deſertion, argues indeed a Divi- 


Ordinance :, Ahd hete we thay fitly ap- 
ply the Words of our Lord, Ju had been 
erwiſe I would havt told if the 
way of planting my Faith ad been by 
impoſing Pexelries on the Hearers, and 
not F her by expoſing the Preachers 
700 to Dangers, I would have told 
the means of preſerving Religion 

had been by watering it with the Blood 
of Refuſers to embrace it, rather than of 
thoſe who ſought to propagate it, I would 
have told Ne mT 9 my Example (all 
the World 


"1 


g in the Power of my 


Deity) or 57 Ny SDagrine, all juſtifiable 


Proceedings biberning the Government 
of my Flock being derived from the 
Warrant of my Word. 

Thus we fee our graciqus Lawmaker 


übel and conſtant to his Principles; 


the Son of Man came not to deſtroy Mens 


| Lives, but lo ſave them: Thus we ſee our 
f own Duty to learn of him, for he is meek 


and 


3 
and humble of Heart. Let us not therefore Rom. 14. 
judge one another any more, but uſe bur Jadg«"* 
ment rather in this, that no Man put an occa- 
ſion to fall, or a Stumbling-blotk before his 
Brother. Let us always remember the 
Advertiſement, which the beloved Diſ- 
ciple gives to all his Fellow-Servants of 
the Lord Chriſt ; The Servant is not grea- John 141 
ter than his Lord; if ye know theſe Ar 16. 
happy ate ge if ye do them. mh 

IV. Theſe few unpoliſh'd Lines, which 
I here preſent for Encouragement of Ten- 
derneſs, I deſire may not be ftretch'd to 
draw in a wild and extravagant Licen- 
tiouſneſs, ſince they aim no further han 
tohold up a —4 Ko ſuch only as profeſs 
Chriſt, and walk before the Lord in the 
Integrity of their Heart, who by the fol- 
lowing Marks are eaſily diſcernable from 
all thoſe that for their Blaſphemies in Do- 
ctrines, and Debauchery in Manneys, are 
worthily excluded from the Benefit of 
this Indulgence, | 

Suppoſing Firſt, as confeſs'd by all un- 
derſtanding Men, that Deu of Con- 
ſcience is not the ſame thing with Truth of 
Judgment, (elſe there could be but one 
only Kind, becauſe Truth is but one) 
but it ſignifies a Proceeding bone fide, 
without Fniſter Reſpects, or Diſſimula- 
tion; ſeeking before all things to know 

C 2 God, 


(20 ) 
God, and fearing above all things to 
- offend him. And Secondly, ſince in our 
Enquiry, to whom belongs ſo honoura- 
ble a Title, we cannot plerce into the 
inward Thoughts of Men, we muſt give 
Sentence, as they appear to us, which 
Rule in Caſes of this Quality, is in it ſelf 
ſufficiently certain; however, tis the 
only means God has allowed our Nature 
to guide her Reſolutions in judging of 
a 
The Signs then of Tender Conſciences are 
theſe; If they lead regular, vertuous, and 
peaceable Lives; it their Opinions be not 
juſtly accuſable of Self-Iutereſt, or Li- 
ane but rather require of them 
a prudent and Religious Severity, againſt 
the Inclinations of corrupted Nature; if 
their Judgments be ſteddy, not fann'd to a 
nem Senſe with every, Breath of Wind ; 
if they continue in the ſame Perſwaſions 
at their Death, which is no time for diſ- 
ſembling, at leaſt we ought to judge ſo; 
if they not only die in their Faith, but 
for it; not only give away good part of 
their Eſtates charitably, but ſuffer all to 
be taken away patiently, and all this for 
Chriſt's ſake, or (to ſpeak more cloſely) 
for that which they believe to be his 
Will and Commandment: No higher 
Teſtimony of a true and real Sizcerity 
can poſſibly be given, or cafily imagined ; 
8 7 | an 
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(21) 
atid whoſoever doubts after ſuch Evi- 
dence, (chiefly if many concur. in the 
ſame Way) deſerves to be condemn'd as 
the moſt paſſionate, malicious, and un- 
charitable Perſon in the World; for tho? 
one Man may value his Fancy above 
his Life or Eſtate, yet it is impoſſible that 
many (eſpecially if they be diſcreet and 
rational in other Negotiations) ſhould a- 

gree to undo themſelves for a meer Con- 

ceit; did they not ſeriouſly believe, it 

more imports them to keep their Faith, 
than loſe their Fortunes. . 
By theſe Rules we may eaſily conclude 
the Admiſſion of thoſe Pious and Reli-. 
gious Perſons, who were impriſoned and 
erſecuted by the late Prelates, into the 
N umber of Tender Conſciences, as allo thoſe 
precious Seryants of the Lord, who by 
a voluntary Baniſhment, left their Friends 
and Country, to plant the'Liberty of the 
Goſpel amongſt the ſavage Heathens of 


America. 8 

Whilſt T was finiſhing theſe Lines, a 
worthy Friend of mine came to honour 
me with the Civility of a Viſit, to whom 
reading theſe laſt two or three Conlide- 
rations, he told me, That as he believe 
ed, the Characters I had given of 2 
Lender Conſcience were moſt evidently 
* true, and to all unbyaſs'd Minds per- 
fectly ſatisfactory; yet they were * 
1 . ꝑliable 


(22) 

6 pliable to a ſort of People of this Nation, 
1 bots being eee is thought 
ſo profitable to the State, and ſo plea- 
© ſing: to a certain framard part of the 
© Miniſtery, that he feared my Reaſons 
might encounter ſome Oppoſition, un» 
©lefs they met with very ingenuous, 
and diſintereſſed Readers; plainly. tel- 
6 ling me, that, the Meaſures I had cut 
c out for tender Conſcientes would fit the 
Pais Ts, as well as if they had been 
+ made for them; for, who live more 
e 1 with their Neighbours (ſays 
he?) who deal more juſtly with all 
Men than they? Who are more con- 
5 ſtant in their Religion, and more 
* ſcrupulous in the Obſervance of the 
Law, than they? Who ſuffer for their 
Fab more than they; nay, at this 
* 'Time, who beſides them? They ſubmit 
* their Underſtandings to the Defini- 
tions of their Church, and their Wills 
to the Obedience of its Diſcipline, in 
© Faſting, Confeſſion, and many other 
* burdenſome Duties; all which are 
very diſagreeable to the Dictates of 
© Fleſh and Blood, as containing the 
* real Practice of the higheſt Self-denial 
that can be imagined ; And for the 
_ * ſerious Hour of Death, I muſt confeſs, 
I have known many of turn Papiſts 
* upon our Death' Bed, but never in all 
Ea EL <5 «al Yay my 
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uch as once the contrary: 


© And to ſpeak. ingenyoully, I have often 
< obſerved, that 50 who go from 4. 


to them, ſeem (which you make the 
« only Juage) more ſpiritual, retired and 
« deyout, than before they left us, where- 
© as of the Papiſts that become Proteſtants 
* (beſides the Worldly Deſigns they may 
« calily be thought to have) moſt com- 
* monly they grow more licentious, both 
in Faith and Manners, eſpecially the 
« Priefts, who ſeldom or never are con- 
« verted, if once paſt the Age of Marry- 
ing. 5 
I, who had always believed the Pa- 
piſhments laid upon them, were reduce- 
able to civil Crimes, though defended by 
them as Points of Religion, reſolved to 
follow thoſe ſo certain and evident Prin- 
ciples, which I had already framed (tor 
diſcerning of tender Conſciences whither- 
ſoever they ſhould lead me; and there- 
fore deſired my Friend to bring me to 
the knowledge of ſome moderate and dil- 
creet Papiſt, that I might Examine their 
Tenets; not doubting their eaſie Excluſton 
from the Privileges of tender Conſctences. 
This my Friend immediately did, re- 
ccmmending one to me, a morally ho- 
neſt and underftanding Man, though 
(lays he) a {tle bole in his Religion, 
and 2 great deal for it. After we had 
| C 4 met 


TSS) 
met and agreed to "difcourſe, with all 
Freedom, the Recuſam began with a 
mort Story of the preſent Sufferings of 
Papiſts; hersof (he ſa id) ſome are ſe- 
© queſter'd* for Delinggency, and thoſe 
© of all Cavdliers (carers paribus) the moſt 
© ſeverely, though of all the moſt excu- 
© fable; blech uſe wholly depending upon 
© the Pledſube of the late Ning, and infi- 
© nitely oblig'd to his Re Lenin, not ing 
© it as an unanſwerable Argument. of 
©their Fidelity and Gratitude towards 
© ſuch as deal with them in Mercy, as 
© alſo that their declining to receive the 
© Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, for 
© which they have heretofore been ſo vio- 
lently perſecuted, proceeded not from 
© any Averſion to civil Obedience, but be- 
© cauſe there were mingled in hoſe Oaths 
certain Expreſſions of a pure ſpiritual 
Nature, repugnant to their Conſciences, 
and altogether annaceſſary to the Com- 
D 
Others are equally puniſhed, that is, 
their whole Eſtates ſequeſtered, 'allow- 


r 


2 
* 


i ing only a Fifth-part for their Wives 

iN and Children, though in true Reaſon 

x © they are altogether juſtifiable, havin; 

g never been in any Engagement, but 
< 


found only in ſome Garriſohs of the 
King, whither they were driven for 
* Refige, being put out of the Prote- 
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5 ction of the Parliament by publique 
Procla mation, their Houſes every where 
, rifled, their Goods plunder'd, and Lives 
* endanger'd by the Soldiers, whoſe Con- 
dition ſeems clearly to be within the 
Equity of that Article of the Army's 
* Propoſals, Aug. 1647. That the King's 
© menial Servants, who never took up Arms, 
but only attended on his Perſon, according 
to their Offices, be freed from Compoſition ; 
© much more thoſe who had both the 
© civil Reaſon of Duty, and the unan- 
© {werable Argument of Neceſſity, to 
* plead for their Diſcharge: And (which 
* 15 yet more hard) ſome Recaſazts of this 
* Claſs, who never bore Arms, but were 
* only found in Garriſons, for their own 
* perſonal Security, are now rank'd a- 
* mongſt the higheſt Delinquents, and 
their Eſtates to be fold, ſuch as Sir 
* Henry Beadingfield, Mr. Bodenham, &c. 
As for the ſingle Recuſants, two Thirds 
© of their Eſtates are ſeized upon, only 
for the Canſe of Religion; under which 
© Notion are included all ſuch as were 
* heretofore Convict of not reſorting to 
© Common Prayers, or do now refuſe the 
© Oath of Abjuration, a new Oath made 
0 by the Two Houſes, when the former 
© kind of Service was aboliſh'd, wherein 
* the Practice is ſtrangely ſevere; for up- 
* on bare Information, the Eſtate of the 
= Suſpected 


(26) 


= guſpected is ſecured, that is, his Rents, 
{ e. eule, before any Trial, or le- 
al Proof, even in theſe more peaceable 
Times; and being once thus half con- 
© demn'd, he has no other Remedy to 
* help himſelf, but by forſwearing bs Re- 
* ligion, and fo by an Oath a thookiad 
times harſher than that Ex Officio, they 
* draw out of his own Mouth his Con- 
demnation. 

When the Sequeſtrators have thus 
* ſeized into their Hands, two thirds of 
* the moſt innocent Recuſants Lands 

and Goods, then come the Exciſe- men, 

' * Tax-gatherers, and other Collectors, 
* and pinch away no ſpall part of the 
45 third Penny that was left them: 
hat after theſe NeduQions, I have 
known ſome Eſtates of Three hundred 
* Pounds a Year, red uced to leſs than 
* Threeſcore; a lean Pittance to maintain 
them and their Children, being Perſons 
* for the moſt part of good Quality and 
© civil Rauche; and as for Prieſts, it is 
made as great a Crime, to haye taken 
"0 Orders alter the Ries of their C hurch, 
«© as to ha ve committed the moſt Ale 
5 * Treaſon that can be imagined, and they 
* are far more cruelly puniſh'd, than 

< thoſe that murder their own Parents. 


F Beſides 
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© Beſides theſe extream and fatal Pe- 
© nalties that lie upon the Recuſants 
© meerly for their Conſcience, there are ma- 
ny other Afflictions, whereof few take 
notice, which though of leſſer weight, 
| © yet being added to the, former, quite 
« {ink them down to the bottom of Sor- 
row and Perplexity ; as their continual 
© fear of having their Houſes broken o- 
pen, and ſearched by Purſuivants, who 
center at what Hours they pleaſe, and 
© do there what they liſt, taking away 
© not only all the Inſtruments of their 
Religion, but oftentimes Money, Plate, 
Watches, and other ſuch Popiſh Idols, 
« eſpecially if they be found in the ſame 
Room with any Pictures, and ſo infe- 
© ted with a Relative Superſlition. 
Another of their AMiNions, is, that 
© they, I mean theſe ſingle Reouſants, 
© have no Power to ſell or mortgage the 
© leaſt part of their Eſtates, either to 
© pay their juſt Debts, or defray their 
© neceſſary Expences, whereby they are 
« diſabled for all Commerce, and their 
Credit being utterly loft (upon which 
many of them now provide even their 
daily Bread) they muſt needs in a 
« ſhort time be brought to a deſperate 
« Neceſſity, if not abſolute Ruine; 
© aud if any the moſt quiet and mode. 
rate amongſt them, ſhould deſire — 
r 
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tranſplant himſelf to a milder Climate, 
and fo endeavour. to avoid the Offence 
that is taken againſt him in his own 
Country, he cannot diſpoſe of his E- 
fate here, ſo as by Bill of Exchange 
or any other way, to provide the lea 
Subſiſtence for himſelf and Family; a 
Severity far beyond the moſt rigid Pra- 
ice of the Scotch Kzrk: For there (as 
I am inform'd) the Perſons of Recu- 
ſants are only baniſh'd out of the King- 
dom, and prohibited to reſide at their 
own homes above Forty Days in a Year, 
which time 15 allowed them for the 
managing of their Eſtates,” and their 
Eſtates allowed them for their Main- 
tenance abroad ; a Proceeding which 
their Principles would clearly juſtify, if 
they could juſtifie their Principles: but 
in England, where Compul E upon the 
Conſcience is decryed as th 


e worſt of 
Slaveries, to puniſh Men fo ſharply for 
Matters of Religion, CONTRARY TO THE 
P&INCIPLES PUBLIQUELY ,RECEIVED, 
is a Couſe that muſt needs beget over 
all the World a ſtrong Suſpicion and 
Prejudice againſt the Honour and Re- 
« puration of that State, which at the 
* ſame time can practice ſuch manifeſt 
* Contradictions. - Whip: 


C 
0 
0 
a 
0 
{ 


1 


þ 


-a a A ea ane; ca: ace, 6. A 


(29) 


To this deplorable condition ( faid 
* he, almoſt Weeping) are the Engliſb 
6 Cotholicks now reduced; yet they 
c bear all, not only with Patience, but 
even Silence; for amongſt the printed 
Complaints ſo frequent in theſe Times, 
never any thing has been ſeen to pro- 
ceed from them, though always the 
chief, and now the ſole Sufferers for 
their Conſciences, except (not to be al- 
together wanting to themſelves) ſome 
modeſt Petitions. humbly addreſs'd to 
the Parliament, though ſuch has been 
their unhappinets, that more weighty 
Affairs have ſtill difappointed their be- 
ing taken into, conſideration ; elſe were 
they admitted to clear themſelves of 
the Mitakes and Scandals unjuſtly im- 
puted to them, they would not doubt 
bully to ſatisfy. all ingenuous and un- 
paſſionate Men, nay, even whomſoe- 
ver, that were but moderately preju- 
© diced againſt them. 

To this I anſwered, That as. every 
one ſces the ſeverity of the Pexeltzes which 
the Papiſts ſuffer, fo for myſelf I believe 
the Terderneſs of their Conſciences, becauſe 
they ſuffer; and upon this Ground, we 
ſee our Judges and Committee. men . al» 
low Deeds, where they find clear proof, 
of a valuable conſideration ; but ID OLA- 
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CONCERNING CIVIL GOVERNMENT 
ſeem to me, the two Points that are 
only and altogether intolerable ifl that 
Religion. | | 
V. The Papiſt here firſt took for grant- 
ed, which I could not deny, that if am 
Opinion be probably true, Perſecution in that 
Caſe is certainly unlawful, uſe other- 
wiſe both Sides (for both are probable 
if one be) might juſtifiably Perſecute 
one another, to the utter deſtruction of 
all Society; and after return'd this An- 
ſwer to my firſt Ob jection. 3 
We Reverence indeed, (ſays he) the 
Angels, and bleſſed Saints, with a Re- 
AI ſpect far more than we uſe to Men, 
© becauſe far above their Dignity, but 
« infinitely below the adoration we give 
to God, becayſe infinitely below his 
* Excelleticy : All the Miſtates in this 
« Controverſy ariſing from hence, that 
© 'the. Language of Men has more di- 
« ftintiveneſs and variety, than the ge- 
© fares of their Bodies, and yet is far 
© leſs ' copious than the thoughts of their 
© Minds; whence it is, they ſo frequent- 
_ © Iy apply to moſt different Conceptions, 
© the felf-ſame Words and poſtures of Bo- 
dy; as the Titles of Sacred Majefty, 
« moſt High, and moſt Mighty, given to 
Kings and States, the ſtile of Grace to 
Dukes and Arch-Bifhops, of Lords to 
; 251 ig $ Noble. 


SET, 
« Noble-men, Generals, Ambaſſadors,£#c. 
© of Worſhip to Gentlemen of Quality, 
© and ſuch as bear any Office conſide- 
© rable in the Common-wealth; ſo kneel- 
ing to Parents, ftanding bare to the 
Parliament, and other Courts, bowing 
© to one another; Sc. all theſe very Ex- 
' * preſfions are the ſame we uſe towards 
© God himſelf, and paſs innocently when 
6 rightly. underſtood, but to a ſcrupu- 
«© lous and wilful Spirit, how offenbive | 
would this one word Worſbipfal be, if 
© he reflected with a little rigour and 
© frowardneſs upon it? Now, as eve- 
© ry old Woman has capacity enough 
to make a different apprehepſion. be- 
© twixt going to ſpeak with one at the 
Jon in Cheapſide and Boing to ſee. the 
© Lyon in the Tower; ſo may any. the 
* molt ſimple Catholick in the World, 
© by a very little teaching, learn to d;- 
© ſtinguiſh the Crucifix which he ſees in 
the Church, from Chriſt, whom he 
„ © belicveth to be in Heaven, and conſe- 
* quently in no more danger of commit- 
© ting 1dolitry to that Picture, than the 
© other of fearing to be torn in pieces 
„„ EIT x7 001 
Upon this Argument of the Papiſt, I 
called to mind what I had read 5 
in Scripture, how the Prophet Balaam yum, 23 
fell flat upon the Ground and adored an 31. 
| | Angel; 


Joſh. 5- 
13. 


8 & - 

Angel; and Joſhua gave the, ſame Ho- 
ne. r that ſtiled himſelf Cap- 
tain of the Lord's Hoſt, and therefore 
could not be the Lord; nay, he was 
commanded yet farther to put off his 
Shoes, becauſe the Ground was holy,” by the 


preſence of an Angel: Theſe Examples, 


I confeſs, being related in the Bible, with- 
out the leaſt note of Reproof, enforce us 
ro admit of ſeveral degrees of Worſhip, in- 
finitely differing in the intention of the 


Mind, though very little in outward Ex. 
preſſions. Now, by whatſoever Name 


we Proteſtants ſhall agree to call this 
Behaviour of Balaam, Joſbua, and even 
all the Jens before the Ark and Cheru- 
bins, I ſee plainly, it will fully expreſs 
and remaly juſtify (at leaſt from Idolatry 


all the approved Practices of the Papiſts, 


which truly caſt up, as far as I can di- 
ſcern; amount to no more than a Reve- 
rence towards Saints and Angels, ſuitable 
to, the Excellency of their State; and 


for Churches, Altars, Pictures, &c. only to 


+ - 4 7 
* * 


an Eccleſiaſtical kind of good Manners: 
And by the light of Nature, thus far 
ſeems to me evident, that all honour or 
diſhonour done to the Image, reflects 
upon the Principal, ſince not one amongſt 
us but would condemn him for a Ma- 
lignant, that ſhould ſhoot at my Lord 
General Picture without Temple-Bar ; a 7. 
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if any ſhould reprove him for his Te- 
merity, we would preſently conclude 
ſuch a Perſon well affected to the pre- 
ſent Government, and not at all ſeque- 
ſtrable for the Idolatry, unleſs we could 
prove, that the abuſed and doting Peo- 
ple ſuperſtitioully adored the painted 
Cloth; which kind of Worſhip, I am 
ſatisfied, no Recuſant gives, even to the 
Picture of our Saviour. | 
Laſtly, I think it probable, not cer- 
tain, as the Papiſts do, that the Second 
Commandment intends not to forbid any 
ſuch inferior Spiritual Civilities, becauſe 
wiſ2 Governors contrive their Laws a- 
E thoſe Vices to which they ſee their 
SubjeQs particularly inclin'd; and there- 
fore dowaright Idolatry, by offering Sa- 
crifice to Gods made with Hands, and 
repoſing Confidence in their aſſiſtance, ' 
being the common Sins of thoſe Times, 
tis probable we ought to interpret this 
Precept, as a proviſion againft Heatheniſh 
Taolatry, not againſt ſuch kind of Reve- 
rences, as the Jews, by God's own ap- 
pointment, uſed before the Ark and 
Cherubins. 3 | 
Agreeable to this, is the Opinion of 
the Learned Mr. HOBBS in his Levia- 
than, where he affirms, That to worſhip God p. 360. 
in ſome peculiar Place, or turning a Man's 
Face towards an Image, is not to * 
the 


(34) 
the Place or Image, but to acknowledge them 
4 „ that ij to ſay, ſet apart from common 
« 


1 
Horx, which implies no nem 2 of the 

Place or Image, but only a new relation by 
appropriation to God, and therefore is not 
Idolatry. But to worſhip God as inanimating 
2 ie ſuch Plase or Image, is Ido- 
atry. | 

When I had read this Paſſage of fo 
famons an Author, to the Recuſant, he, to 
requite my Civility, immediately ſhewed 
me the words of the Council of Trent, 
which he faid, differed nothing at all from 
Mr. HOBBS, and very little from me: 
For, as I thought that the exhibition. of 
ſome inferior kind of reverence towards 
Churches and other Inſtruments of Piety, 
was probably unforbidden; ſo that Council 
_ decrees, the. abſolute lawfulneſs thereof 
in the 25th Seſſion, where to the Canon 
concerning Images, are added theſe words 
of Explanation, * Not that there is be- 
* lieved any Divinity or Vertue in them, 
for which they ought to be worſhip- 


5 ped, or that they are to be petiti- 


* oned for any thing, or any confidence 
* ought.to be repoſed in Images, as of 
old was done by the Gentiles, who 
© placed their hope in Idols; but becauſe 
the honour exhibited to them, is refer- 

| £* red to the Prototypes they IR, 
| 1 


; for that is the meaning of the word 
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that ſo, through the Images which we 
« kiſs, and before which we bare our 
. © Heads, and kneel down, we may a- 
© dare Chriſt and venerate his Saints. 
Upon which words, the P-piſt defir'd 


me to obſerve the Cautelouſneſs and Mo- 


deration of that Council, whilſt it ſa ys, we 
bare our Head and bow our Knee before, 
not to the Images of our Saviour and his 
Saints, which is the very diſtinction 
(ſays he) ſo much inſiſted upon by many 
Learned Proteſtants, who eaſily admit 
the one, as being no more in Effect than 
moſt of themſelves practice, whilſt they 
uncover their Heads in their Churches 
but extremely diſlike the other, and 
therefore Father it upon the Papiſts, be- 
cauſe perhaps they have heard ſome ſuch 
word unwarily fall from particular Per- 
ſons, with whom they have diſputed ; 
whereas we ſee that Council, which they 
eſteem the moſt corrupt of all, expreſſes 
its Doctrine in the very Term and Lan- 
uage which themſelves allow. And 
further he aſſur'd me, that in no Coun 
eil is uſed the Phraſe of Religious Worſhip, 
When they treat of theſe Queſtions, nor 
any thing concerning them commanded 
as neceſſary, but only their lawfulneſs 
declared, that ſuch as find benefit by 
their aſſiſting the Memory, or exciting 
the Affections, may ſafely uſe them, the 
| D 2 reſt 
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reſt may let them alone, provided they 

cenſure not the Practice of others, over 

- whom they have no juriſdiction, nor 

- condemn the judgment of the Church, 
who has Juriſdiction over them. 

And thereupon we both agreed in this 
collateral Obſervation, .* That if all mo- 
dern Controvertiſts would reſtrain their 
* Diſputes to Poſitions generally received, 
* as of Faith in the Church of which they 

are Members, attending only to her Ex- 
preſſions, and not to the Terms of par- 
© ticular Writers, the Differences amongſt 
« Chriſtians, ſo fatal to the Peace of Eu- 
rope, would be both leſs numerous, and 
© far more reconcileable, 

VI. Before we could proceed to the 
Second Part of this Queſtion, the Reca- 
ſant, upon ſome Occaſions, was obliged 
to go into the Country, whence he ſent 

| me this following Paper. / | 
b Since it 15 concluded between us, that 
| Probability exempts from Perſecution, I 
© ſhall endeavour to prove, that the Reel 
© Preſence of our Saviour in the Euchariſt, 
is at leaſt a probable Opinion; and in 
order thereunto cite the molt expreſs 
© and direct Terms of the holy Scrip- 
© ture; As, Firſt, The Promiſe of our Savi- 
John6 f. C Hur; The Bread that ] will give * my Fleſh, 
* which I will give for the life of the World, 
and my Pf * meat indeed, and my Blood 
2 | 2 
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5 | 
u drink indeed. Secondly, The perform- 
« ance of that Promiſe, in the words of 


* Inſtitution, Take, eat, this is my Bod) ; Matt. 26. 


* punQually repeated by the other three ** 


* Evangeliſts; and Thirdly, The Places 
* declaring the uſe of this Sacrament in 1 1 
40 n A les time, The Cup of bleſſing nhich _ 22. 


© we leſs, is it not the communion of the © 


blood of Chriſt? And the Bread which we , Ang 


6 break, is it not the participation 7 the 
Bod) of the Lora? He that eatet 
* drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinteth 29. 
* damnation to himſelf, not diſcerning the 
* Lord's Body. Thus the great Apoſtle 
* St. Paul, and all the fourEvangeliſts,una- 
* nimouſly teach the Doctrine of the Real 
* Preſence, and not one ſingle Place pro- 
duceable that in direct terms calls the 
* Euchariſt a Sign or Figure of Chriſt's 
* Body; notwithſtanding the maintain- 
ers thereof admit no Proof as authen- 
* tical, but the preciſe Text of Scripture, 
yet in this ſo important Controverſy, 
they fly to Logical Inferences, and Phi- 
* loſophical Diſcourſes, and fo make their 
* own Reaſon the Judge, and not the Word 
* of God, rendring by their new and pri- 
vate Interpretations, this great Sacra- 
ment inferior in dignity, not only to the 
* Paſchal Lamb, a Type of Chriſt, but 
© even to Manna, which was but a Ft 
* gure of this very Myſtery. - * 

C 3 «© Surely 


and 1 Cor. 11. 
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Surely, if we ſhall add to ſo many 
and evident Texts of Scripture, the 
conſtant Judgments of the Fathers, and 
the univerſal Praftice of the whole 
Chriſtian World for above a Thouſand 
Years, (fince ſo long is acknowledged 
the abſo/ute Reign of our Religion) we 


may fafely conclude the Doctrine of.. 
our Saviour's Preſence in the Eucha- 


riſt to be at leaſt probable, and conſe- 
Ne Catholicks in no wiſe accuſa ble 


Poſition ſo efficaciouſly recommended 
unto them. 8 

© But admitting the Doctrine of Non- 
reality to be true, (ſaid the Letter of 
the Recuſant) yet ought not Catholicks 


to be judged guilty of the Sin of Idola- 


try, becauſe their Adoration is not in- 
tentionally directed to any Creature, 
but to the Perſon of Chriſt our Lord; 
and if he be not there, their Worſhip 
is miſtaken in the Place, not in the 


Object; and therefore at moſt an Error 


of Fact, and no formal Idolatry, which 
no Temporal judge will impute unto 


Sin, much leſs our Merciful Redeemer, 


who came to fave, not to deſtroy, who 
accepts of the good Meanings of his 
Servants,though mingled with humane 
Infic mities; as when Abimelech took Sa. 
rah from her Husband, being inform'd 


by 


* 
a * a - „ * 8 


7 LW 
by Abraham that ſhe was his Siſter, the 
* ſincere and conſcientious King received 
the Abſolution from God himſelf, up- 
* on this account, that he did it (faith 


© the Text) in the ſimplicity of his Heart; Gen. 20. 


- 


which ſeems an expreſs and infallible © 
deciſion of this Controverſy, that Men 
may be anhappy by being deceived, but 
are not gu#ty, unleſs they deceive them- 
* ſelves. | 
This kind of Reaſoning prevaild ſome. 
what the more with me, becauſe the 
Apology of the Reformed Churches of 
France expreſly approves it; ſay ing, If 
* an Apoſtle had by miſtake, adored 
* fome other Man reſembling Chriſt, 
* when he lived on Earth, his Error 
would have excuſed him, [Dale Chap. 
11.) As on the other fide, Mary Magaa- 
len's not adoring Chriſt, when he ap- 


pear*d to her in the habit of a Gardiner, john 20. 


was never accuſed as a defect of Devo- 5 
tion; wherefore, ſince the Papiſts all 
profeſs not to terminate their Adoration 
in the ſpecies of Bread and Wine, nor 
any other Creature, but igfthe bleſſed 
Perſon of our Lord, I conclude them er- 
roneons in their Doctrine, but not Idola- 
trous in their Practice; to be pitied as 
Souls miſled, not perſecuted as Mali- 
cious. 


Nor 
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Nor can I ſatisfy my Conſcience, ſinee 
as to this Point, the Opinion of the Papiſts 
is no more. oppoſite to us than that of 
the Latheran?, why we ſhould freely al- 
low Communion to theſe,even of Spiritual 
Things, and in the mean while not at- 
ford them ſo much as the liberty to poſ- 
ſeſs their own Temporal Goods. The 
Lutherans believe our Saviour to be as 
really in the Euchariſt, as he was upon 
the Croſs; but do not adore him; the 
Papiſts both believe and adore. For my 
part, I. ſhould either do both or neither; 

at leaſt I ſhall never be brought to this 
Pertiality, to cheriſh the one as Brethren, 
and perſecute the other as Enemies; eſpe- 
cially when I conſider the Chriſtian 
proceedings of the Proteſtants in New- 
England, Virginia, and the other Planta» 
tions in the Indies, where we abhor to 
deſtroy the Natives, though confeſſedly 
Idolaters, but rather ſtrive to convert 
them, by holding out the Truth in 
Love. | 42 

VII. By the next Poſt I received from 
the ſame Hand another Letter concern- 
ing the common Objection, That Papiſts 
hold many Principles deſtructive to civil 
Society; wherein the Rec«ſant proteſting 
firſt ſolemnly, as in the ſight of God ind 
his holy Angels, to uſe all Ingenuity 
and Candour in his relation of the Ca- 
. 1 15 tholick 
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tholick Doctrine, earneſtly entreated me 
to give Credit to his Report in the 
Matters of Fact, and for the Right; to 
judge freely, as I ſaw cauſe. 
We will divide (ſays he) the main 
* Queſtion. into two Points, as it relates 
either to our Equals, or Superiors: For 
the firſt, touching Commerce and Con- 
verſation, we abſolutely diſclaim that 
ſcandalous Opinion, that no Faith is to 
be kept with Hereticks, and flatly den 
that our Engagement, Promiſe or Con- 
tract, may lawfully be broken by our 
ſelves, or diſpenſed with by any Power 
on Earth, to the Prejudice of a third 
Perſon, of what Religion ſoever, and 
for Equivocation, mental Reſervation, &c. 
I am confident (though I have not here 
any Opportunity to look into Books) 
that no General Council mentions either 
any ſuch word, or any ſuch thing. School- 
men indeed frequently diſpute ſuch Sub- 
tilties, which by Men of different Prin- 
ciples and Affections in Religion, are 
eaſily miſunderſtood, and often per- 
verted: but amongſt Catholicks every 
one has Liberty to dem them as he plea- 
ſeth, without any Prejudice to Faith; 
and tho? theſe Speculations generally 
* deſerve Encouragement, yet when the 
v arrive at a certain degree of — 
they rather become an innocent Curi- 
N * olity, 
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and in ſuch an Infinity of Opinions, as 
Catholick Writers ha ve leiſure to pub- 
* liſh, it is impoſſible but that through 
© Pafſion, Unwarineſs, or humane Frail- 
: T fome Miſtakes muſt eſcape ; and 
then the Unhappineſs is, that prejudi- 
ced and captious Readers apply ing 
*, their whole Study to find Faults, forget 
© the good and wholſome Notions they 
meet, and remember nothing but the 
Errors. . | ft Feats 

* Asto the ſecond Branch, concerning 
to Magiſtrates, we deny (ſays 
the Letter) any Earthly Power can 
© diſpence with our Civil Obedience, and 
acknowledge our ſelves bound, not 
only by the Law of Nature, but by 
* theexpreſs Word of God, to render unto 
© Cefar the Things that are Caſar's, to be 
* fubje not only for Fear but Conſcience 
* ſake. What Chriſtian Prince or State 
is there in the World, whom the Sub- 
* jects ſerve with more Fidelity than 
 * the Spaniards, French, and Italian, 
all Catholick Dominions ? and parti- 
* cularly in England, where we are ſome 
* of Paul, ſome of Apollo, and fome of 
* Cephas, What Compariſon is there be- 
* twixt the Behaviour of Catholicts to- 
© wards Hen. 8. Eqdw, 6. and Elis. 
* and the Fury of Latheraus and Cat- 


6 viniſts 
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which the Peace muſt needs be os — 


viniſts in Germany, Swedeland, Den- 
mark, France, Holland, &c ? yet there is 
a vaſt difference as to Government, be- 


tween theſe two Caſes ; as to oppoſe by 
Force the Introducement of Innovations, 5 


and to attempt by Force the Extinguiſbment 
of an ancient Religion, whereof the Peo- 
ple are univerſally in quiet and imme- 
morial Poſſeſſion ; the one drives others 
out of Poſſeſſion, the other maintains 
himſelf ia; the one invades his Neigh- 
bour's Rights, the other defends his own. 
How many modern Experiences (the 
eaſieſt Argument to be underſtood, and 
ſureſt to be relied on) clearly reſolve 
this Queſtion? if we but conſider the 
Union of Hearts, and common Inter- 
eſts of State, between the Proteſtant 
and Catholick Cantons of Switzerland, 
where very many Churches ſerve by 
turns on the ſame Days, for the Exer- 


ciſe of both Religions, dividing every 


Sunday Morning, into two parts, and 
aſſizning to each about three Hours 
for their Devotions, wherein they are 
ſo punctual to maintain Equality, that 
if the Prozeſtants have the firſt three 
Hours one Morning, the next Week 
they are to have the laſt; and this they 
contiaually practice, without ever in- 


terfering or offending one another. x 
1 [4 0 
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To this ſo pregnant Example (ſufficient 
aof it ſelf to clear the Conſiſtency of thoſe 
two Religions) I ſhall farther add their 
fair Comportment one toward another 
in many Provinces and Free Towns in 
* Germany; but moſt remarkable is their 
* friendly and peaceable living together 
in Holland, even during fo long and 
dangerous Wars with Spain; Spain the 
chief Protector of the Catholick Faith; 
Spain the moſt zealous Propagator of 
the Poxtifical Authority, to whoſe Do- 
* minion, if the United Provinces ſhould a- 
gain return, certainly the Catholics 
might prudently promiſe to themſelves 
* all poſhible Advantages; yet notwith- 
* ſtanding ſo great occaſion of Jealoulie, 
© the States (than whom none are 
more vigilant over their true Intereſt) 
* have not only with Security, but ex- 
* ceeding Benefits to their Common- 
Wealth, tolerated the Catholicks of quiet 
« Converſation, to live freely among(t 
© them. And on the other fide the Ca- 
* tholicks, in Gratitude for ſo favourable a 
treating, have exactly correſponded to 
* the Mercy of their Magiſtrates, in a 
© molt conſtant, ſincere and faithful Obe- 
_ © dience..- 
IJ To none of theſe Suſpicions are the 
* Recuſants of England in the leaſt meaſure 
* obnoxious, becauſe whatever Change 
of 3 
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of Government can happen, they muſt 
expect but a milder degree of Diſaffe- 

* Etion towards them, at moſt a Suffer- 

* ance, no Encouragement or particular 
Confidence; and infallibly, if the Ri- 

* gour of the Laws (made upon far dif- 
8 * tereat Motives, which are now no 
Ways preſſing) were qualify'd to a 

« Temper of Mercy, that the Catholicks 

* might enjoy but half the Liberties to 

* which they were born, they would be 
the moſt quiet and uſeful Subjects of 
England, ſince their Religion obliges 

them to obey the Lawful Commands 
of their Superiours, not only for Fear but 
Conſcience. Nor did ever the very worſt 
of them ſtir in any Sedition at a time 
when they were admitted to but half 
the common Rights of Exgliſomen; nor 
were they many that ſufferea Nature ſo 
far to prevail againſt the Duty of a good 
* Chriſtian, as to attempt their own - 
Relief with the Danger of their Coun- 
try's Peace ; all the reſt ſitting quietly 
and patiently under the Burdens, which 
the heavy Hand of thoſe times conti- 
nually heap'd upon them. Ye 
* Now that the Crimes (though never 
ſo heinous) of a few diſcontented and de- 
* ſperate Spirits, ſhould be imputed to 
* their Religion, whoſe Principles expreily 
© condema ſuch Conſpiracies, ſeems ex- 
* tremely 
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: , 
* diſhonourable Imputations are joined 
*- zntolerable Penalties, both upon our 
Lives and Eftates, and not only againſt 
© the thea living Catbolicks, but all their 


© Poſterity to this very Day ; ſurely, it 


* muſt needs appear the moſt harſh and 
* ſevere Proceeding that ever was pra- 
Ctiſed in the World: Wherefore, I {hall 


* cloſe this ſecond Letter with my hum- 
* ble Prayers to the gracious Redeemer 
* of our Souls, that you would ceaſe to. 


* impute all our Faults to our Religion, 
and we begin to commit no other 
* Fault but our Religion; fo ſhould we 
*. happily overcome our own Infirmities, 
* and fully fatisfy your ſealouſies. 

When I had well peruſed this Gentle- 
man's Diſcourſe, and attentively read his 
Letters, 1 muſt freely confeſs, I could not 
have believed, that either the Papiſts had 
ſuffered ſo much from us, or been able 
to ſay fo much for themſelves ; I do not 
mean in order to prove The truth of their 
Religion, but the Unreaſonablenels of our 
Perjeration ; ſince really to my Under- 
ſtanding, our Jealouſies of their Obedi- 
enceſcem as unneceſſary to us, as preju- 
dicial to them; for I am confident, there 


is 1 Religion in the World, but by good 


Lars againſt Breach of Peace, and due 
Execution of them, may be made conf/?- 


ent 


_—_— 
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us; but when to thoſe 


* 
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ent with any Kingdom or Common- 
Wealth whatſoever. Who more oppo- 
ſite in Belief, than Ciriftions, Jews, and 


Tarks? yet we ſee by Experience, that 


Jews are not inconſiſtent with the Go- 
vernment of Chriſtians, nor Chriftians 


with that of Tarte, no, not ſach Chriſtians 
as are here in queſtion, Pqpiſts. 


As cancerning the Doctrine we charge 
upon them, of the Pope's Power over Su- 


preme Magiſtrates, I had the fortune ſome 


few Years ſince to meet with a Paper 
that clearly anſwered all my Difficulties, 
wherein were written theſe three follow- 


ing Propoſitions, to which, upon a particu- 
lar Occafion, were demanded” of the | 
Engliſh Recuſants their negative Sabſcri- 


ptions, as a full Proof of their Confiſt- 
ency with the Civil Government of this 
Land. 
1. That the Pope or Church hath 
Power to abfolve any Perſon or 
' Perſons from their Obedience to the 
Civil and Political Goverment eſta- 
bliſh*'d or to be eſtabliſh'd in his 
Nation, in Civil and Political Af- 
—_ 8 
2. That by the Command or Diſpen- 
ſation of the Pope or Church, it is 
lawful to Kill, Deſtroy, or do any 
Injury to any Perſon, or Perſons, 
living within the King's Dominions, 
#23 : becauſe 
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becauſe that ſuch a Perſon, or Per- 


ſüurxred or excommunicated for Error, 
„ Schiſm, or Hereſe. 
3. That it is lawful in it ſelf, or b 
Diſpenſation from the Pope, to brea 


Promiſe or Oath made to any of the 
foreſaid Perſons, under pretence, 


that they are Hereticts. 
The the N x, (being both in 
Number and Quality ſufficient to repreſent 
the whole Body of Recaſants in this Na- 
tion) unanimouſly profeſt (if the State 


providing for its own Security, and con- 


deſcending to relieve their Miſery, 
ſhould ſo require) their readineſs not on- 
ly to diſclaim, as no part of their Religion, 
but utterly to renounce under their 

Hands, the Practice and Execution of 
them all; which free and ingenuous Of- 
fer gave me ſo much the more Satisfa- 
Qtion, by how. much it was beſides my 
ExpeQation ; nor have I now any thing 
to fay againſt them upon that Account. 


And indeed if we conſider theſe Diffe- 


rences between us impartially, our Suſpi- 
cions are not only confuted, but ſhamed, 
by our own daily Experience; for we 
truſt Fapiſts in all Negociations as indiffe- 
rently as Proteſtants; nay, even our Tra- 


vellers and Merchants beyond Seas 


(where the Pa pilts are Maſters) n 
Heserd Ng an 


ſons, are accuſed, . condemn'd, cen- 
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and tra ffique ſecurely with them, and 
yet I never heard the leaſt Complaint of 
any one ſingle Proteſtant's being cheat. 
ed by them, upon pretence of Exemp- 
tion or Diſpenfation ; and therefore, ſince 
they practice not that part which may 
ſometimes be profitable, I cannot think 
they hold to no purpoſe that which is 
always prejudicial, Sugely, had they ſuch 
a Trick, they would ſometimes cog the 
Dye, rather than always loſe their Money. 

For my ſmall Experience in the World, 
all the Objection that ever I heard of a- 
gainſt the Credit of our Papiſts was, their 
being diſabled by Sequeſtrations to pay 
their Debts, not taught by their Reli- 
gion to deceive their Creditors. 

If their Doctrines were ſo deſtructive to 
Civil. Society, as our Accuſations PRE TEN D, 
how comes it to paſs, that all our Fan- 
dumental Laws were enacted by them? 
Who inveſted the Supreme Authority 
of this Nation with ſo honourable Privi- 
leges, and yet provided fo prudently for 
the juſt Security of the People, againſt 
the unjuſt Incroachments of Prerogative? 
From whom have all thoſe excellent Cu- 
ſtoms and Statutes of this Nation de- 
ſcended upon us? Is it poſſible we ſhould 
derive all the ancient Privileges of Par- 
liament, and Liberties of the Subject con- 
tained in Magna Charta, &c. from the 

| 1 Times 
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Times their Religion govern'd the Land, 
and yet ſay now, their Religion is inconſiſt- 
ent with the Government of the Land? 
As it is very true, that ſometimes the 
"Pope's Power here was abuſed to ſupport 

Tem ral Intereſt; ſo it is evident to 


"thoſe that know Hiſtory, that his Medi- 


ation has been often available, both for 
the preventing and reconciling of our 
Differences, as well with our neighbour- 
ing Kingdoms as amongſt our ſelves. 

Nor 1s it poſſible that any Model of 
Government ſhould be abſolutely Proof 
«againſt all Exceptions, but in the Expe- 
rience of Five or Six hundred Years ſome 


Abuſes will certainly happen; whence 


it is eaſie for a ſevere Obſerver to gather 
Objections enough to puzzle the molt able 


and Politick Statiſt in the World to an- 


ſwer; eſpecially, if they be managed with 
Dexterity and Eloquence amongſt a half- 
witted and ſtubborn People, who neither 
can guide themſelves, nor will be led 


by others; not blind enough to be igno- 


rant where they are, and yet too ſhort 
ſigkted to ſee whither they go; unhappy 
_ chiefly in this, that they are tender in the 
Senſe of any preſent Evil, and wholly 
incapable of foreſeeing the Deſtruction 
that follows their Impatience. 
So that I cannot but ſ«bſcribe to that 
charitable Opinion concerning Papiſts,wh — 
| | that 


Aa). 
that Learned Book, entituled, The Exami- 
nation of the late Synod"s Confeſſion of Fal TR, 
delivers [Page 266.] the Papiſts believe in 
the ſame Goa with the Proteſtants, even in 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
thoagh they differ in ſome Articles, or Bran- 
ches of Articles in their Belief, and in their 

' Way of Worſhip; yea, fome of the Papiſts 
are regenerate, conſcientious, and vertuous 
P e ſons. | 
Wherefore (I humbly conceive) our 
Magiſtrates and Miniſters ought ſincerely 
to enquire into the Truth of Things, 
and make a Conſcience of judging, Or preach. 
ing otherwiſe than ſecundum probata : and 
not upon bare-Jealouſies, or the blind 
Opinion of the Vulgar, condemn any 
Free-born Member of this Nation, far- 
ther than he ſhall be proved to be guilty : 
Nor do I believe it reaſonable to charge 
every wnjuſtifiable Action of particular 
Papiſts, or extravagant Opinion of any 
private Writer among them, upon the 
Whole Body of their Religion. The 
Decrees of their Councils, they profeſs to 
be the only abſolute Declarers of their 
Faith ; amongſt whoſe Determinations 
there are Faults enough, which they ſtrive 
to defend : no need of impoſing upon 
them Errors, which they flatly deny; 
let us lay our Hands upon our own Hearts; 


we our ſelves want not our Capriches and 
. E 2 exor- 


( 52 ) out 
exorbitant Conceits, which ought not to Np... 
be imputed to the whole Reformed Reli. 
gion, but to the Imperfection of humane peri 
Nature; eaſily deceived with the Colour ally 
of Truth, and paſſionately in Love with 
it's own Invention. 1 
| Beſides, inſtead of Jealouſies and Dart: 

gers, I cannot ſee, but great Security and Hof 
Advantages would accrue to this Na- thei 
tion, by treating in Mercy all peaceable Pa. Not p 
piſts : The Pope would be depriv'd of that | 
ſpecious Pretext of relieving his diſtreſſed I hut 
Flock; the Princes and States of that Reli- N gil 
gion, would for Honour as well as Con- ye. 
cience, upon all Occaſions, expreſs theit 
Satisfaction, to ſee them mercitully uſed, 
whom. for their Profeſhon they account 
"Brethren, and for their Sufferings, Mar 
tyrs. The Proteſtants in other Countrys 
would be more aſſured of the Freedoms 
they enjoy, and more hopeful of obtain. 
ing new encreaſes of their Liberty: 
The Papiſts of England would be bound 
by their own Intereſt ( the ſtrongeli 
Obligation amongſt wiſe Men) to live 
peaceably and thankfully in the private 
Exerciſe of their Conſciences, and becom. 
ing Gainers by ſuch Compaſſion, could 
not fo reaſonably be diſtruſted, as the 
Prelatical, or Presbyterian Party, who mull 
needs reckon themſelves no ſmall Loſers, 


in that the Reins of Authority are taken 
| 500 


., (/93.) 
out of their Hands, which they had by 


turns abuſed into meer Whips for their 
Brethren. 


Of the one we have had too long Ex- 
perience in their High Commiſſion, eſpeci. 
ally ſince its Power was overgrown, by 
the Confpiracy of the Star- Chamber; a 
Court, where Fines were impoſed, not 
according to the Quality of Offences, but 
of the Judges, who thought it below 
their Honour to puniſh under Thouſands 
of Pounds for every Peccadillo. 

Of the other, though our Trial has been 
but ſhort, yet it was very ſmart, and lives 
ſtill in the Memory of Exgland, which is 
wvery Day refreſh'd by the continual 
Practice of Scotland, where the furious 
„and ancharitable Kirkmen condemn all that 
LY differ in the leaſt Tittle from their Hu- 
. mour, c. crying Anathema Maranatha, 
* I upon all the Congregations of the Saints; 
as appears by their Synodzcal Act, ſet forth 
in January 1650, and ſent to their Bre- 
thren in Edinburgh; where having firſt 
Billed our Ways Abominations, and our 
ſelves a perverſe Generation, and branded 
thoſe few honeſt Scots, who ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be undeceived by the Reaſons 
and Civility of our Army, with the infa- 
mous Name of Apoſtates, they proceed 
to the moſt bitter, malicious, and ſcan- 
dalous Words that an exragea Scot can 
. 1 utter, 
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8, Polz thus to their Party. Ve 


exhort you, and by all the Power over you, 
we have in the Lord, require, you, carefully 
to avoid all familiar Converſe of every de. 
 gree ; above all, that you beware to join with 
them (thoſe that adhere to the Parliament 
of England) in any publick or private Exer. 
ciſe of Religion; thoſe who will adventure to 
touch Pitch may be defiled, = they be a- 
ware ; thoſe who will not abſtain from the 
Harlot's Houſe ſhall not be innocent, Take 
heed (dearly beloved) of them that are led 
by the ſubtilty and depth of the Devil; and 
among all hu Inſtruments we intreat 7 to 
avoid none more than theſe miſerable Apo» 
ſtares of our own Nation; for we conceive ſh * 
none more fitted to work Miſchief among you 
than this fort of Men: And in their Mo- 
tives or Grounds for a Faſt in June 1651, 
their Expreſſions againſt us are no lels 
bitter: See how their Zeal boils, while 
they are but a kindling, while we choak 
the Fuel in its own Smoak: How would 
their Fury run over, if the Fire ſhould 3 
by any Succeſs be raiſed into a Flame? 
How would they drown the whole Coun- 
try in an Inundation of more than Anti- 
chriſtian Slavery? 
But becauſe I perceived by a Paſſage 
in the Recaſant's Diſcourſe, that nothing 
lay more heavy upon them than the zen 
Oath of Abjuration, made by the Presbyte. 
. 4 4 rian 
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, rian Party in the beginning of the late 
Troubles; I ſhall adventure humbly to 
move ſome Queries thereupon, tranſcrib- 


ing firſt a true Copy of the Oath it ſelf. 


© T A. B. do abjure and renounce the 
© Pope's Supremacy and Authority over 
the Catholick Church in general, and 
© over my {elf in particular; and I do 
«© believe that there is not any Tranſub- 
© ſtantiation in the Sacrament of the 
© Lord's Supper, or in the Element of 
© Bread and Wine after Conſecration 
© thereof, by any Perſon whatſoever; 
© and I do believe that there is not any 
© Purgatory, and that the conſecrated 
© Hoſt, Crucifixes, or Images ought. not 
to be. worſhipped ; neither that any 


© Worſhip is due unto them: And I allo 


© believe, that Salvation cannot be me- 
© rited by Works; and all Doctrines in 
Affirmation of the ſaid Points, I do ab- 


jure and renounce, without any Equi- 


© vocation, mental Reſervation, or ſecret 
© Evaſion whatſoever, taking the Words 


by me yore, according to the com- 


mon and uſual Meaning ot them. 50 


| © help me God. 


1. Whether this Oath doth not flatly 
contradict the known Laws of the Land, 
by enforcing a Free- born Engliſim n to 
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accuſe himſelf with ſo ftrong and dan- 
gerous a Temptation to Perjury, where 
the Choice is only this, either forſwear 
Jour Religion, or rume your Eſtate ; a Se- 
verity that far exceeds the Tyranny of the 
Prelates, whoſe Indignation ſtayed it ſelf 
upon the Exterior Non Conformity; where- 
as this paſſes on to conſtrain the inward 
Belief of the Mind, which God (the Sear- 
cher of all Hearts) hath reſerved to him- 
ſelf; and all this, in Queſtions no ways 
concerning either Idolatry, or the Security 
of the State; as Purgatory, and the Do- 
ctrine of Merits; for, that Conſcience that 
is nct wide enough to ſwallow ALL the Oath, 
how great ſoever the part is that he can digeſt, 

#r will do him no good. | 
For farther Proof of the Illegality of 
Self- Accuſation, J ſhall cite ſome few Au- 
thorities, as well of the more ancient, as 
latter Times; nor muſt I be fo uncivil 
as not to begin with MAGNA CHARTA. 
Mullus liber homo capiatar, vel impriſonetur 
aut diſſeſietur de libero 'Tenemento ſuo vel Li- 
bertatibus vel liberis Conſuetudinibus ſuis, aut 
utlagetur, aut Exuletur aut aliquo modo 
Deſtruatur, nec ſuper eum ibimus, nec ſuper 
eum mittemus niſi per legale Judicium, pa- 
rium ſuorum, vel per legem Terre. No 
Free- man may be Arreſted, Impriſoned, 
* or put out of his Freehold, or Liberties, 
or free Cuſtoms, or Outlaw'd, or Ba- 
7 1 
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e niſhid, or any ways deſtroyed, nei. 
© ther by our ſelf, nor our Committe 

* or Officers, but only by the legal Judg- 
* ment of his Peers, or by the Law of 
© the Land: Which laſt Words are inter- 
preted by Sir Edward Cook, Lord Chief 


Juſtice, to be intended of arreſting upon 24 Part of 
ſaſpicion of Felony, and the like extraordi- * 47 


nary Caſes allowed and determined by 
the ancient Laws of the Land. A Place 
worthy to be read by every lover of his 


Country's Liberty. And again, in the 


fame Mag. Chart. cap. 28. Nullus Ballivas, 
&c. No Bailiff ſhall put a Man to an 
* © Oath upon his own bare ſaying, with- 
© out faithful Witneſſes brought in for 
© the ſame. 

In the Stat. of 42 Edw. 3. cap. 3. It 
© is aſſented and accorded for the good 
© Government of the Commons, that 
no Man be put to Anſwer without 
© preſentment before Juſtices, or matter 
of Record, by due Proceſs and Writ 
Original, according to the Old Law of 
the- Land. And the fundamental Rea- 
ſon of all theſe Laws is given in 49 
Ed. 3. which is, Quia nemo tenetur pro- 
dere ſeipſum; No Man is bound to betray 
himſelf; and therefore, if a Juror be cha- 
lenged for Kindred, he ſhall anſwer up- 
on his Oath, but it for any thing that 
touches his Credit, or may be to his 


damage 
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damage, he ſhall not be forced to an- 
ſwer 
might tend to advance Juſtice. 


upon Oath, although his Anſwer 
In the Stat. of 25. H. 8. cap. 14. It 


ſtandeth not with right Order, of Juſtice 
nr good Equity, that any Perſon ſhould be 
Convict, and put to loſs of Life, good Name, 


or Goods, unleſs it mere by due Accuſation 


and Witneſs, or by Preſentment, Verdict, Con- 
felſson, or Oatlawry. | 


Upon the fame Ground is built the 


Stat. of 1. Eliz. cap. 1. where ſpeaking 


of Ecclefiaſtical Juriſdiction and Offen- 
ces, it Enacts, No Man ſpall be Indicted, 
or Arraigned, in ſuch Caſes, without two Mit- 
neſſes, or more; and. thoſe brought Face to 
Face, if the Party concern d ſhall ſo require. 
And in Coke's Second Part of Inſtitutes, 
Publiſh'd by order of this preſent Par- 
lament, fol. 658. No Perſon, Eccleſiaſtical 
or Temporal, ought, in any Eccleſtaſt ical Court, 


much leſs in a Temporal, to be examined up- 


on the COGITATIONS OF His HEART, 
or what he thinketh, &c. as it was holden 
by the Jaages in Parliament, 4th Jac. 
and after in the Court of Common-pleas, 
Mich. 6. Fac. in D. Molſton's Caſe, in a 
Prohibition. 

I need not inſiſt upon the High-Com- 
miſſion Court, aboliſh'd by this preſent Par- 


lament, as the heavieſt Grievance that 


lay upon the People; (and yet ferhaps 
| l'ghter 


St 
lighter than this Oath juration) as 
— ſo freſh in the e of —— 
one, that the very nameing only of the 
Oath ex Officio, is enough to turn the 
Reader's Stomach againſt all ſuch un- 
charitable Inventions, to rack Men's 
Conſciences, and ruine their Eſtates. 

If now we ſhall add the Laws of God 
to thoſe of our Country, ſurely nothing can 
be more ſtrongly forbidden, than o ground 
a = Sentence upon the enforced Oath of 
of the Party, without Witneſs or Accu- 
ſer ; ſince it is expreſly written, That 
one Witneſs ſhall not ariſe againſt a Man Deut. 18 
for any Offence ;, but in the Mouth of two or Mid. 18. 
three ſhall the matter be eſtabliſhed. Which 16. 
Rule is punctually repeated and con- 
firmed in the Goſpel, and fortified by 
the Example of Chriſt himſelf, who de- 
manded of the Woman indicted before 
him as an Aadulireſs, Where are thine Accu- 
ſers? Nay, even Felix (the Governor of 
the Jews) when Paul the Apoſtle was 
brought before him, ſaid, he would hear 
him when his Accuſers were come; holding *& 23. 
it unjuſt, without an Accuſer, to charge“ 
him. Thus have I already half ſatisfied 
the firſt Cuere myſelf, but ſhall leave all 
the reſt wholly to be anſwered by others, 

2. This Oath being wholly Negative, 
and no poſitive Articles eſtabliſn'd by 
the Parliament, to be propoſed to all, — 
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the Touch. ſtone of Faith, whether it be 
conſcientious to oblige the Papiſt to ſwear 
away his own Religion, before we have 
provided another for him? 6 
3. Since all theſe Negatives are not 
clearly ſet down in Scripture as funda- 
mental Points of Chriſtian Faith, but de- 
duced from Paſſages, to which the An- 
ſwers are believed as Probable by them, 
as the Arguments by us, why ſhould 
we ſo cruelly Perſecute one another for 
Doctrines, that are either obſcurely re- 
vealed, or not neceſſarily enjoined? 

4. Whether upon diligent peruſal of 
this Oath, we find therein ay Point of 
Religion, ſince we ſee every Day Men 
ſequeſtred for refuſing it, and yet we 

all ſay, God forbid that any one 2 be 
 wwoleſted for Religion? Is the Article of 
Tag antiation a meer ' Point of State ? 
Or does the Doctrine of Good Works make 
Men bad Subjects ? Is it not poſſible to 
be Loyal to the Supreme Authority, and 
yet believe there is a Pargatory, or worſe, 
for thoſe that ix RINGE THEIR PEACE? 

Fl Whether 1t be reaſonable for us to 
enforce this Oath on the Papiſts, ſince 
there are many godly Perſons amongſt 
our ſelves who will not take it, and o- 
thers who will not Swear at all? At leaſt 
it ſeems hard to conſtrain thoſe that are 
Joung or Unlearned, to ſwear that ſuch an 

| Opini- 


„ 


Opinion or Doctrine is not true, which 
they have always embraced from their 
Childhood, eſpecially to come upon them 
bluntly, without any precedent Inſtruc- 
tions, or endeavours to convince their Un- 
derſtandings, but only the four fatal Words, 
SWEAR, OR BE SEQUESTRED : A rigour, 
which I have heard divers eminent Mi- 
niſters of the Scotiſh Party confeſs, as the 
greateſt Sin of the Kirk, and the chief 
cauſe of God's preſent heavy Judgments 
upon them. 

6. How ſhall we defend the Oath a- 
gainſt this Objection, That any Jew, Turk, 
or Infidel, may take it lawfully, accord- 
in to their Principles; nay, will delight 
to Swear againſt ſo many Points of that 
Church, which (by reaſon ot their con- 
fining Territories) mainly oppoſes them; 
nor have we any Law at all (to my 
knowledge) by which Jew, Turk, Infidet 
or the moſt groſs Heatheniſh Idolater is 
Sequeſtrable, nor any Penal Oath againſt 
the moſt extravagant Blaſphemies that a looſe 
Wit can imagine, and a profane Tongue *ut- 
ter, as RANTERS, ARIANS, ANTI-TRI- 
NITARIANS, and the like? What can be 
more deſtructive to the very foundation of 
Chriſtianity, than the profane and ſcan- 
dalous Blaſphemies of Mr. Frye, a late 
Member of Parliament, who, publickly in 
Priat, not only denies, but derides that 
| Supreme 


abſurd Opinion, &c. yet t 
Parliament contented itſelf with a moderate 
and favourable Puniſhment, — 


(6 ) 


Supreme Myſtery of Chriſtian Religion; 
the Sacred "Trinity, „ it a Cheffy and 
e mercy of the 


Him'only from Sitting amongſt them; and 
if his Dignity and publick Character had 

not rendred him obnoxious to the Crime 
of Scandal, he might perhaps have re- 


mained as free from Trouble as all the ref 


4. his Opinion do, who never yet have ſuf- 
fered the leaſt moleſtation, for the greateſt 


Exorbitances that can be deviſed. 


In particular, at the Quarter -Seſſions 
at Weſtminſter, on the 24th of June, 165 1. 
there were Hive Ranters convened before 
Coll. Baxter, and other Juſtices, and ſuf- 
ficient Proof, that they had maintained, 
that one Robins a Glazier, was a Pro- 
'phet, and that his Wife was with Child 
4 the Meſſias, with ſuch other blaſphemous 
Stuff; but Four of theſe not then abſo- 


lutely affecting theſe Opinions, nor yet 


denying them, but evading the ſeveral 
Queſtions - demanded of them by the 
Bench, were diſcharged, the Fifth was 
committed, (as he well deſerved) abt 


for . bis Opinions, but for calling the Ju- 


flices Traytors, &c. On the ſame" Nay, a 


Gentlewoman great with Child, and 


ſome others, were alſo convened for a 


' ſuppoſed hearing of Maſ on the day com- 


monly 
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' monly called Ch 1650. at the 
then French Agent's Houſe in Long - Acre; 
and tho' there was no direct proòf, that 
| — — at Maſs, but at Mattins, or Pray- 
ers before Maſs; yet ſome of the Juſtices 
maintained againſt others of the ſame 
Bench, that Mattins and Meſs were all one, 


Oc. And ſo the Gentlewoman and the reſt, 


were Fined One hundred Marks a piece, 
and ſent to Priſon, according to the Ri- 
gour of the Statute in that behalf for- 

merly made: The ſeverity of which 
laſt proceeding, and the partiality of the 
firſt, needs no comment. 

Nay, the very Weekly Pamphlets that 
were publiſh'd October the 6th, 1651. 
contain Letters fiom Exeter, certify ing, 
That divers of the Inhabitants there do 
_ openly profeſs the Jewiſh Opinion, and 
keep Saturday Sabbath, performing their 
ſervile Works on the Lord*s-Day, with- 
out any Puniſhment or 'Sequeſtration, 
other than that (as the ſame Letters 
affirm) the Mayor cauſed one of them 
to pay the ſmall Penalty which the late 
Act preſcribes for breach of Sabbath, and 
ſo the Joung Hebrew was diſmiſs'd with- 
out further Trouble; having only learn'd, 
that he remember to rebuild his New Je- 
ruſalem without Noiſe, or Backwards ; 
not towards the Streets, leaſt he ſhould 
otffend the Ears of the Corporation. 

Why 


— 


( | „ . 

n 
Why muſt the Papiſt be thus ſingled 

out from all the reſt, and peremptorily 


forced to this hard choice, of either forfeit- 


ing his Eftate, or forſaking his Conſcience ? 
Tf we fear their Increaſe, we over-value 
their Religion ; if we doubt their diſturb. 
Ing us, we undervalue our own Strength; 
abundantly ſufficient are the Means 


which God has put into our own Hands, 
to ſecure our ſelves from a few diſarmed 


Papiſts ; abundantly ſufficient were this 
only Proviſion, to exclude them from al/ 
Offices of importance, and execute ſevere 
Puniſhment upon ſuch as ſhould actually 
attempt any thing to the diſcompoſure 
of the State. 8 

Nor can ſuch Gentleneſs and Modera- 
tion towards quiet —_— be- juſtly 
accounted a Toleration of them, becauſe 
( conceive) that Word ſignifies an ab- 
ſolute equality in all Civil Reſpects be- 
twixt Subjects of different Judgments in 
Religion; elſe the preſent Sufferings of 
Papiſts, paying their two Thirds, might, 
by the ſame Z owkrdneſs, be accuſed as 
a Toleration ; whereas, the Penalties in- 
deed are altogether intolerable : Not to 
J0ofli& the utmoſt ſeverity of Puniſhment, 
is not preſently to be imputed an allow- 
ance of the Crime : God himſelf ſuffers 
all the Sins we commit, but approves 
none of them; we our ſelves daily per- 
4 | mit 


| 
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zit Miſchieſs, to avoid Inconveniencies, 
an for that Reaſon we prohibit. 905 
Mat in the Houſes of 
| pan Van, though the Statute. itſe 
brands it with the name of Vice; an 
molt Divines hold it a deteſtable Sin, 


aſſadors, nor 13 ElIiZ 8. 


expreſly forbidden by the Law of God. 


For that Opinion of the Pope's being 
Anti. Chriſt, and conſequently no Pity to 

be ſhewed to the Children of the Man 
of Sin; ſurely, either it is clearly demon- 
ſtrable, or clearly uncharitable; and I © 
- confeſs I have not been able to reconcile 
the diſſiculties I meet with in the Scrip- 
ture, concerning the Son of Perdition; for 


in the Revelations I read, The - Power of ker. 13. 5. 


the Beaſt is to continue 42 Months; and 


very near the ſame ſpace of time, viz. 
1260 Days ſhall the two Witneſſes cloathed 


in Sackcloth Prophecy, with power to ſhut up Rev. 11: 
the Heavens, and turn the Waters into 233 


Blood, &c. at the end of which time they 
ſhall be 2 by the Beaſt, and their dead 


. Bodies ſhall he unburied in the Streets of the 


City, where the Lord was crucified, three 
days and a half, and after return to life, and 
viſibly aſcend to Heaven in a Cloud. 

Who this Beaſt ſhould be I know not, 
much leſs whom to underſtand by the 
Witneſſes ; I do not remember that La- 
ther and Calvin preach'd in Sackcloth, 


or did any Miracles, or thag,any one 
| F ever 
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ever ſald, he ſaw either of them go into 


Heaven. 


Baut for a full confutation of this Con- 
ceit, I refer the Reader to the Learned 


Examination of the Synodical Confeſſion, Fol. 
274. adding only this one Line out of 
the Revelations; where I find, that to 
the Beaſt was given Power to overcome the 
Saints; which I am ſure is no ways ap- 
plicable to the Saints of Exgland. 

8. In the ſame Place where God com- 


mands Children to obey their Parents, he 


ſorbids Parents to provote their Children. 
And where he exacts fidelity in Servants, 
he likewiſe requires moderation in Ma- 


ſters: Nay more, the Text includes e- 


ven Bond · men and Slaves; enjoining the 
Maſters to forbear threatning, knowing that 
their Maſter is alſo in Heaven; neither is 
there wor of Perſons with him. Thus 
clearly doth the word of God condemn as 
well harſhneſs and cruelty in Governors, 
as ſtubbornneſs and treachery in Sub- 


jets: So that there is alſo a tenderneſs of 


Conſcience requiſite on the Magiſtrates part 
to proceed ſincerely, and purely for the 


ood of the People, that he may truly 


Cay with the Apoſtle, I ſeet not yours, but 


1. 
v. 17. 


you, And again, Did I make Gain of 
you, by any of them ] ſent to you? In which 


two Lines we are plainly advertis'd of 
the chief Panger which Superiors ought 
9 | care- 


en 
carefully to avoid, That neither them- 
ſel ves, nor their under Officers make a 
profit of Mens Conſciences concerning mat- 
ters of Religion. 1 875 | 

Since therefore the only tolerable de- 
ſign of the CorreQor in ſuch Caſes, is 
the benefit of the Sufferer, it neceſſarily 
follows, that before we can with the 
leaſt colour of Juſtice, inflit a penalty 
upon any different Profeſſion, we ought 
to uſe all means poſſible to recover them 
to Truth ; and therefore our firſt Work 
ſhould be to collect 4 Body of poſitive Ar- 
_ ticles, evidently contained in God's Word, 
and abſolutely neceſſary to Man's Sal- 
vation; it being very improper to pen 
the publick form of Faith in the MV ga- 
tive, becauſe my believing Chriſtian 
Truths, makes me a Chriſtian, and not 
my disbelieving the Errors that oppoſe 
them ; elſe he that believes nothing at 
all would be the beſt Chriſtian. 
In order to which Collection, the moſt 
religious way is, that every one that 
will zodeſtly, may ſafely propoſe and diſ- 
cuſs thoſe Difficulties he meets with in 
God's Word; and if after all poſſible di- 
ligence of Study, Mediration and Prayer, 
no ſatisfaction or «io follow in any 
Point, it is an evident Sign, the Queſtion 
is either obſcure or unneceſſary ; and 


then provide for the peace of the Com- 
F 2 8 mon- 


C7 >W 


mon-wealth, and ſubmit the reſt to the 
pleaſure of Gd. NING 
Wherein I have the happineſs to be 
ſtrengthned with the Judgment of Mr. 
Peters, in his notable little Treatiſe, In- 
tituled, Good Work for a Good Magiſtrate, 
pag. 14. where he lays down as a prin- I. 
cipal means of Felicity to a State, That 
it countenance and tale into ſpecial pro- | 
1 Ftettion all the Churches of Chriſt, who hold 
« but ſo much fundamental. Truth as de- 
4 nominates them ſuch, and in Spirituals to 
* leave them wholly free : But not to ſuf- 
fer any Brother uncivilly (though it be about 
Spiritual Controverſies) to abuſe another: . 
** So ſhall the Churches have Peace, and be 
«4 daily multiplied. 
When we have agreed upon a Sum- 
mary of Belief, according to theſe three 
Conditions, Poſitive, Evident, and Funda- 
mental, (with which the Creed, common- 
ly called the Apoſtles, ſuits beſt of any I 
ever ſaw) then ought the Magiſtrate to 
hold forth, in the Spirit of Love and 
Meekneſs, thoſe ſo clear and important 
Verities; and if any ſhould be found 4ſ- 
ſemting (which I am confident would be 
very few) let us follow the Apoltle's 
Rule in puniſbing; a gentle one it is in- 
2 The. deed, but powerful, Withdraw from ſach 
a one, that he may be aſbam d; and eſteem 
Tit. 1. 13, him not an Enemy, but correct him as a . 
| | ther, 
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ther, at wor ſt, rebuke him 5 and a. Tit. 2. 10. 
ter the firſt and ſecond pr 725 
him; that is, leave him to the hardneſs 
of his Heart; if his Conſcience grow ten- 
der, it will Check; if obdurate, he will 
ſoon break out into lemdneſe, and then be 
J. juſtly puniſhable by the Law, as other 
Criminal Malefactors; only we muſt be 
careful not to anticipate his Condem- 
nation, before he be legally convinced 
of ſome actual Offence againſt the Pub- 
lick Repoſe. 4 . 
If we ſuſpect the diffaffection of any 
Party, as the Papiſts, let us firſt make it 
their Intereſ to love their Country, by 
treating them at leaſt mercifully in it, 
and then we ſhall have a fair trial of 
their Fidelity : I do not know one Ex- 
ample, where, to a Prince or State that 
uſed them well, they have ſhewn them. 
ſelves Ungrateful. 
And though it be the Duty of every 
Chriſtian to love his Enemy, and do 
good to thoſe that perſecute him; yet 
{urely it is a hard ſaying ; and the moſt 
ſincere profeſſors of any Religion whatſo- 
ever find it difficult enough to obſerve 
it: Even Proteſtants as well as Papiſts, 
know how to fall out with thoſe Mgi- 
ſtrates that Oppreſ* them; elſe how ſhall 
we excuſe the Civil Wars of France, Ger- 
mam, Holland, &c. if we have not re- 
| F 3 courſe 
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courſe to the hard Uſage of their Supe- 
riors ; nor need we ſeek the Reaſon of 
theſe Diſorders amongſt the Articles of 
any Party's Religion, when by the Ia- 
fin of Nature, not only Man, but e- 
ven the moſt trivial Creature, that ſeems 


to have no Intereſt in the World, attends - 


with diligence to the preſervation of it- 
ſelf: Who can blame the humble Worm, 
that whilſt we walk fairly by it, pro- 
ſtrates itſelf before us, and lowlycreeps 
upon the Ground, if when we tread 
upon it, it lift the Head, and ſtrive 
to wring itſelf from under our cruel 
Feet ? | 2 
Notable to this purpoſe is the old 
Example of the Privernates, an Ancient 
People of Iraly, who having rebelled 
againſt the Common-wealth of Rome, 
and being almoſt gue Reduced by force 


of Arms, they diſpatch'd their Ambaſ- 


ſadors for Terms of Peace; the Senate 
ſternly ask'd them, what nem Peace they 
could expect, who had ſo inſolently 
infringed the old? To which they ſtout- 


ly anſwered, © We muſt now take ſuch 


+ Conditions as you pleaſe to give ; if 
they be moderate, you ſhall find us 
Faithful; if too heavy, we ſhall ob. 
* ſerve them only till we may ſafe- 
* ly break them.“ Which free and 
generous Expreſſion, induced chat, Wiſe 

\enate 


- 
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Senate to aſſign them their own De- 
Ibis fo full and pregnant Inſtance I 
humbly offer, as moſt worthy the imita- 
tion of our Engliſh Senate, that even to Re- 
eu/ants who engage to live innocently and 
quietly amongſt us, ſuch reaſonable Con- 
litions of Subſiſtance may be allowed 
(fince they are equally with ourſelves, 
born to the Freedom of his Nation) as their 
Conſciences be not violated, their Spirits im- 
bittered, nor humane Infirmity tempted 
to Deſpair; let us rather encourage them 
to come to our Meetings, and freely pro- 
poſe their Difficulties, which now they 
dare not, for fear of diſcoveriag their Judg- 
ments, to the ruine of their Eſtates. Let 
us uſe the ſame gentleneſs here in England, 
that his Excellency the Lord General prac- 
tiſed in Scotland, towards thoſe that were 
not only otherwiſe minded in Religion, 
but contrary-minded in Civil Concernments, 
and attually in Arms to maintain their Oppo- 
ſition; he invited them to Conferences, 
and himſelf with admirable Temper and 
Moderation managed the Diſcourſe, al- 
| lowing free liberty of Reply to the ad- 
verſe Party, without Paſſion, Bitterneſs, 
or Threatning: And tho? he found not 
the Event anſwerable to his Endeavours, 
remained at leaſt ſatisfied in his Conſci- 


ence, by having charitably giventhe Rea- 
F 4 ſoa 


(55) 14 
bis din Actions, and patiently 
the Reaſon of FRETS 


ſon o 
hear q 
And whom eag we- better imitate 
| evil fo, rent - Ts Heer of the Liber 
e all enjoy ? .Or Wherein FA we follo\ 
im with | Moth Praiſe both of God 
nd Man, as in the #/1dnefs of his Spirit, 
by which he conquers more power ly, 1 
than by the ſharpneſs of his Swor ö 
Have not the hah Underſtandings as 


* 
* 
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well as We which our Arguments 191 
recti)? Have t f uls to fave 
which, Charity may gain to Haven? | 
Why 40. vj not eret a Committee to 
pure fe Sou , as We ave Contractors to 
el Lands? Why is there not eftabliſh'd | 
a committee D ion as well as of In. 
demmnity, bh, Where the Queſtion of Religion 
may be ff freely, diſcuſs d, and the Diſtreſſes 
| of tender and innocent C onſciences imparti- 
uy ee ? If Men dealt mildly, and 
only by the Goſpel-way of Perſuaſion, ſure- 
there would in time grow, 40 
Lan and mutual Confidence, 
ſo frequent Opportunities of e 
formation: When once all wa ald 
Miſunderſtandings of one another ſhall | 
be laid aſide, the Differences ampngſt 
Chriſtians will ſoon be reconciled, if not 
to an abſolyte and preciſe Uiity of Fairh 
and Doctrine, yet at leaſt a bleſſed Union 
of Peace and Love, 


Certainly, 


* 


| C7) 
- Certainly, this is the true ancient Spi- 
rit, of which theſe Times ſeem to promiſe 
à Reftitation ; this is the Fundamental 
Py ou of the Souls Liberty, ſo much de- 
fired by all the Righteous of the Land ; 
this is the heavenly Doctrine fo conſcien- 
tiouſly recommended to the Parliament 
by the Learned Author of the late Syod?s 
Exannyation, Page 323. It were good that 
Perſons of all N Minds in Religion 
might be hy; eard, and their Arguments 
well weighed, and full Anſwer given in Wri- 
ting to all that are in the wrong, that our Con- 
troverſies might grow to an eud, and fo Truth 
with Love and Peace take place. And yet 
more 2 by the ſharp and 
iercing Wit of Mr. Peters in his Book 
beide kiel, * © Let ſome one or more « p,g 13. 
Godly and Learned Men be ſettled in 
every great Town, that, at certain ſet 
© Times and Places Weekly, may offer 
* to diſpure any Point with any Man, in 
+ publick hearing of any that pleaſe to 
come, and ſome to be appointed Mode- 
" * rators, and one or two appointed by 
the Magiſtrates to Fine and Mult ei- 
ther Party that ſhall reproach, cenſure, 
or uſe any uncivil Language contrary 
* to Humanity, Love, Religion, Fc. the 
Advancement of Religion hereby would 
be almoſt incredible. | 


O how 
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O how much better and more admi- 
rably divine is the gentle method of the 
Chriſtian Law, to propagate it ſelf in 
plain Evidence of the Spirit; than the 
unnatural Turkiſþ Cruelty, of taking 
Children from their Parents! or the 


unworthy Machiavilian Policy, of taking 


the Inheritance from the Children ! or, 
laſtly, which is worſe than either, the 
barbarous Heatheniſh Tyranny, of ſhed- 
ding Blood, and tearing Limb from Limb, 
meerly upon the account of Religion. 
1 I muſt confeſs I can find no Satisfa- 
Ction in that ſhuffling and hypocritical Di- 
ftinftion invented by the Lawyers to de- 
ceive the Common People, whoſe Sim- 
Piet and Innocency they eaſily beguile, 
y pretending that none are Executed for 
Religion, but for offending againſt the 
Laws :. What can be more palpably falſe 
or deviliſhly malicious than this? Who 
does not ſee but by this Rule thoſe bloody 
Tyrants, Nero, Diocleſian, and the reſt of 
the ten- infamous. Perſecutors muſt be 
Cananized for good and Conſcientious Ju- 


ſticers, becauſe they judged according to 
8 


Law? Who does not fee, that by this 
Rule thoſe glorious Martyrs, who wa- 
tered the Chriſtian Faith with their pre- 
cious Blood, muſt be accounted Tray- 
tors, becauſe they ſuffered according to 
Law ? Nay, even the curſed e who 

1 | ruci- 


q (75) 
/ Crucify'd our Bleſſed Saviour, impiouſl 
alledged the ſelf.ſame Reaſon for 6 
ſelves ; We have a Law, and by our Law he John 19. 
ought to die. 7. 
Nor can I forbear to profeſs, how ex- 
treamly unwelcome that ſcurvy News 
was to me, of one Wright, a Jeſuite, being 
, drawn to Thbary, as a Traytor, upon a 
Hurdle for his Religion, on the 19th of 
May 1651, becauſe I had fo often com- 
mended the Moderation of the preſent Au- 
thority, as having never ſpilt one drop of 
Blood for Religion: And though the Se- 
. of peaceable — were 
atly againſt our Maæims; yet the preſ- 
ſing Neceſſities of the State, and their 
Purpoſe (which I always believed) of 
taking away all Penalties upon the Conſci- 
ence, after a ſhort time, when the Go- 
vernment ſhould be a little better ſettled) 
exceedingly qualified the harſhneſs of 
thoſe pecuniary Severities ; but row with 
Grief I muſt lay down my Arms, and 
with Shame revoke all my Argumeats 
which I have hitherto uſed, to leſſen the 
Injuſtice of our ſequeſtring for Conſcience, 
and pacify the Minds of many well-afte- 
fed and Religious Perſons, who highly 
diſliked even that Soul money, as King 
ames uſed to call it; wherein as I have 
ad no ſmall Succeſs, ſo now I cannot 
with a ſafe Conſcience endeavour any 
| more, 
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CIT | 
more, leſt I ſhould rate to deceive 
the People: Sequeſtrations, I confeſs, did 

ſhrewdly crack, but this Rilling has broken 
quite in pieces all our Principles. e 
Againſt what have we principally 
fought all this while, but Coercency in 
Relizion? For what have we made fo 
many tedious Marches'and Declarations, 
but Liberty of tender Conſciences? Is this 
to hold forth the Truth in Love? Ts 
this to inſtru in Meekneſs as becomes 


the Servants of the Lord? Let us take 


heed how we fall into the Hands of the 
Living God ; let us always remember 
that Voice ſpeaking within us, They ſhall 
be judged without Mercy that have ſhewed 
no Mercy.” on n 

Wheteutito may fitly be apply'd the 
Obſervation of the frank and true Exgliſb 


Spirit of Mr. Lilly, in his Monarchy or no 


Monarchy, Page 83. Were not ({ays he) 
© the Lam of this Nation more in force 
© than the Canon of the Scripture, thoſe 


things would not be juſtified, putting 


Men to Death for Religion, or taking 
© Orders beyond the Seas, c. And for 
Peaceableneſs of Recaſants he expreſly 
ſets down in his Aſtrolcgical Predictious of 
1651, their deſerving ſome Mercy as Perſons, 
who, in love to this State, exceed the Presby- 
ter: And to my Eye, Truth ſhews as 


handſomely in a Prognoftication, as in the 


printed 


n 
printed Sermon of a Claſſical Kjrkman 
eſpecially the Diſcourſes of our Engliſh 
Merlinus, who handles the Matters of 
Heaven, as well as moſt of our modern 


Iythe-takers. . 
Agreeably to this civil and charitable 
Judgment, does the ſmooth and ingenious 


Pen of Mercurius Politicus *, in his ſtating 
the original Cauſe of our late Troubles, 
clearly acquit the Papiſts, where (turning 
the Stream into the right Channel) he 


begins, In nomine Domini incipit omue ma- 


lum; all our Evils have been deriv'd 
from the Corruption of the Clergy. The 
firſt War may truly be called Beilum 
Epiſcopale, the two laſt as truly Bella 
Presbyterialia; neither of the three being 
capable of the Name of Bellum Papale. 
Papiſts indeed were often mention'd in 
our printed Papers; but they that know 
any thing, know to what end. 

But to recover this Digreſſion, beſides 
the ſharpneſs of this Sentence, the very 
Tryals of this Seminary (as Iam inform'd) 
had many ſingular and unuſual Paſſages, 
as that nothing was proved againſt the 
Prifoner, but that a great many Years 
ago he had faid Maſs in Handers, and 


this only by one Witneſs, and one who 
in open Seſſions profeſs'd a particular 
Pique and Quarrel towards him, alledg- 


ing an eld Grudge as one of the Rea- 
| | ſons 
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(73) 
ſons why he came up out of the Coun- 
try to {wear againſt him; no diſturbance 
of the publique Repoſe, nor ſo much as 
the leaſt Breach of Peace laid to his 
Charge, but only his being a Prieſt, and 
in England. | 1 3 

And that this was his only Crime is 
unqueſtionably clear, by the Miniſter's 
Charitable Offer at the Gallows, that there 
was yet time enough for him to ſave his 
Life, if he would renounce his Relipion and 
become a Proteſtant; which he reſolutely 
denying, as againſt his Conſcience, was 
firſt hanged among the Thieves and 
Murderers, and then quarter'd as a 
Traytor; and yet both Sheriff, Jury, Judge, 
and every one that co-operated in the 
Execution, all ſeriouſly profeſs, that no- 
thing is ſo dear. to them, nothing ſo rea- 
fonable in it ſelf as Incoercency in Matters 
concerning the Salvation of our Souls. I 
pray God we be not too guilty, of having 
à Form of Godlineſs, but denying the 
Power thereof. I pray God theſe ſevere 
and ungoſpellary Proceedings (eſpecially 
this laſt of Blood, ſo diſpleaſing to the 
Spectators and unprofitable to the Au- 
thors) become not in time a Prejudice to 
our Brethren beyond the Seas, a diſcon- 
tenting of our Friends at home, and a 
Scandal to all the World; for that 2 
Day of the Prieſt's Execution, BY - 
ear 


„„ 
heard a nimble-witted Man, but I fear 
too capricious and Atheiſtical, ſay theſe 
Words; © Since we are come to this paſs, 
© that we can fight againſt the Covenant 
© for Reformation of the Kjrk, ſequeſter 
Men for Recuſants, and continue their 
* Sequeſtrations, whether they continue 
their Recuſancy or no, make a cloſe 
© Peace with Spain, and openly hang up 
* Jeſuits ; fit anima mea cum Philoſophis. 
At which hard Meaſure towards a 
poor Man meerly upon the Account of 
Religion, even many well-affeted have 
taken great Exception, eſpecially com- 
paring his Caſe, and Mr. Love's, with 
the difference of their Puniſhments ; the 
one accuſed, tryed, and condemned for 
Matters purely Temporal, and of the 
higheſt Nature againſt the State, of which 
he acknowledged himſelf guilty in ſeve- 
ral Petitions to the Parliament under his 
own Hand; the other ſo far from being 
condemned for any ſuch Guilt, that he 
had no ſuch Charge, and yet the one was 
honour'd with the noble Death of the 
Ax and Scaffold, whilſt the other was 
dragg'd upon a Hurdle, and hanged a- 
mongſt Thieves and Felons at Tyburn. - 
Surely it were far better for a while to 
let the Papiſts practice their kind of Chri- 
ſtianity, than upon a ſudden to deprive 


them of the only Religion to which they 


— 
9 


. 
are accuſtomed, and ſo endanger the dri- 
ving them to > ogg inſtead of reducing 


them to Prote BB... 
* Belides, how eaſily may the like 


* Severity be exerciſed amongſt ourſelves, 


« if any Power diſaffected to Godlineſs I 


* ſhould gain Authority over us? It is 
but training the Word Reæcuſant a little 
above the common Note; it is but mak- 
ing out pious Meetings, Conventicles, 
© and our holy Conferences, Treaſon by 
* Statute, and then all the precious Saints 


and deareſt Servants of the Lord, may 


be hang'd drawn and quartered by 


© Law, and yet at the ſame time our Ex- 


© ecutioners may profeſs (as ſeriouſly as we 
© now ſeem to do) Liberty of Conſcience, onl 


© they will think it reaſonable to be their 


om Interpreters, and conſequently intend 
* by this charming Sound of Liberty," an ab- 
«* ſolute and uncontrollable Freedom in- 
© deed, but to be enjoyed by none but 


_ © themſelves. 


How dothe Papiſts themſelves in Fance 
out · go us in their tender and moderate 
Behaviour towards the Proteſtants of 
their Country, notwithſtanding former 


provocations to Jealoufie in the late Civil 


Wars? Nay, notwithſtanding preſent 


provocations by our Severity againſt all 


of their Profeſſion in Exgland; they Dis- 
pute openly and frequently together, 
| | not 


- 
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not only the Clergy, but Tradeſmen 
one with another; at many of which 
Conferences I have been preſent in Paris, 
where every one freely defended his own 
Opinion, ſo civilly and peaceably, that I 


never returned from the Place of theſe 


- Diſcourſes without exceeding Comfort 


and Satisfaction, thinking often with my- 
ſelf, it were a Faſhion as worthy to be 
tranſported into Exgland, as any our Gal- 
lants bring from thence. 

At the end of the Diſpute (which is 
not upon any ſolemn Challenge, but 
caſual, though very often) if either Par- 


ty ſeem unſatisfy'd, his Liberty is invio- 


lably preſerved, without ſeizing upon a 
Penny of his Eſtate (which there is ac- 
counted but a Politict Covetouſaeſs) or 
touching ſo much as a Hair of his Head 
4 to ſpeak of ſpilling his Blood for a 

ifferent Opinion) which they deteſt as 
a moſt abominable Cruelty ; but with 


. courteous Friendlineſs and mutual Com- 


paſſion, part in as perfect Charity as 


they met, each hoping and praying for 


the other's Converſion; in the mean 
while the King allows a certain Number 
of Publick Churches to Proteſtants, and 
as much Liberty in private for the Exer- 
ciſe of their Conſciences, as any Diſa- 
greers from the Common Beliet of the 
State can reaſonably deſire. 

| G Nay, 


=> 
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nion and Oath of Abjuration, and all this 
undeniably proved by ſufficient Teſti- 
mony ; yet after ſolemn Debate upon 
their Petitions, in Haberdaſbers- Hall, to be 
no longer puniſh'd, fince they were no 
longer Guilty, the Commiſſioners de- 
clared, that it was not exprefs'd in any 
Act or Inſtruct ions, from the preſent 
Parliament, what ſhould amount un- 
to, or be adjudged by them to be a Con- 
formity; and therefore the Sequeſtration 
(ſaid they) muſt be continued, how- 
ever the Cauſe of Sequeſtration may be 
ceaſed. | 

In particular, on e the 2d of 
Jul) 1651, it was the Caſe of one Smith, 


a ſuſpected Papiſt, who had Lands in the 
Soke of Mincheſter ſequeſtred; upon his 
Appeal at Huberdaſhers-Hall, he produces 


ſu 


; 8 


ſufficient Proof, that he had been ſeve- 
ral Lord's-days at Church, and had twice 
taken the Oath of Abjuration : But one of 
the Commiſſioners made anſwer, this 
Was not enough; he muſt alſo receive 
the Communion, otherwiſe muſt conti- 
nue of omar as a Papiſt ; whereto 
Smith's Council reply'd, That if it were 
. a Mark of Pagiſts, not to have received 
the Communion, we are (ſaid he) all 
Papiſts in our Pariſh, for we have had no 
Communion in our Church theſe four 
Years; and it is very probable, that that 
very Commiſſioner, who made this Ob- 
jection, hath not of late received the 
Communion, as it is preſcribed by the 
Statute ; nor perhaps will the Eſtabliſh'd 
legal way of Communicating agree with 
his Conſcience : and certainly it is a ver 
ſad Caſe for us to force others under ſo 
great a Penalty, as the Sequeſtration of 
their Eſtates, to do that which we will 
not do our ſelves: All the Relief and 
Hope that Smith, and others in his Condi- 
tion ( who have both gone to Church 
and taken the Communion and Oath of Ab- 
juration) have received at the ſaid Hall, 
is, that the Commiſſioners have promiſed 
to move the Parliament, to know what 
ſhall amount to a Conformity ; and it might 
alſo be deſired to know what Religion 


the Papiſts (in caſe they be forced to 
G 2 leave 
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leave their own) ſhall conform unto, 
© fince we have three ſeveral Religions 
© that at preſent ſeem to contend for Su- 
| * periority of Influence, upon the Hearts 
| © of the People; the Prelatical, or old 
© 'Proteſtant (as ſome ſtile it) is eſtabliſh- 
| © edby Law; the Presbyterzan carries the : 
| Vogue in the Pulpit ; but that called |: 
'N Independent has the Power and Coun- 
 - * tenance of the State: of which rec, 
.-< though (for my own Particular) I clear- 
N « ly prefer the laſt, yet know I not an 
1 Law, that obliges me to the public 
| | * Profeſſion of any of them all, but only 
Kc not to be a Papiſt. 
- Truly theſe ſtrange Proceedings will! 
I (I fear )) be look'd upon both by all the 
Reformed Churches abroad, and very many 
4 | Conſcientious People at home, as ſa vour- 
. ing of a Deſign, to make ſure of the Pa- 
4 | ©. Eftates, whatſoever becomes of their 
Souls. 
Theſe Things have I heard ſome Preſ- 
| byterians with Triumph object againſt , 
„ thougli themſelves firſt invented the Ab- 
| juring Oath, on purpoſe to pinch the Pa- 
| piſt; yet they alledge in their Excuſe, 
| that it was intended only for Time of 
War, when all other ways, either of con- 
vincing by Reaſons, or convicting by 
Law, were obſtructed. 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, the Presbyterians pretend their 
reat care of the Goſpel, having taken 
o much Pains, and ſpent ſo much Time 

in the 0 contrivance of a nem and large 
Confeſſion of Faith, to which all indiſpen- 


ſably ſhould have been bound to Sabſcribe; 
jp, we negligently (ſay they) leave every 
one to carve for himſelf what Portion 

he pleaſes out of the Bible; they, tho” 
rigorous, yet followed their Principles; 
we rigorous againſt our Principles, con- 
tinuing ſtill both the ſame ſecurity of 
En the Pa piſts for Religion, and the 
ame unuſual way of compelling them 

upon meer Suſpicion, either to Forſwear 
themſelves, * taking the Oath, or Con- 

demn themſelves by refuſing it. 

And all this while we hold forth Meek- 
zeſs, and all this while we cry up Liber- 
ty of Conſcience ; is it poſſible we ſhould 
ſo far forget our Principles, as to ſeize 
the Eſtates of our Neighbours and Kin- 
dred for Religion, and at the ſame time 
profeſs to venture all our own, to pur- 
chaſe freedom of Religion? Is it poſſible 

we ſhould expoſe our own Lives in fo 
long and dangerous a War, to Eſtabliſh 
—— Secure Liberty of Conſcience, and at 
the ſame inſtant of Time, hang, draw, 
ani quarter Men for their Couſciences? 
How ſhall we anſwer at the day of 
Judgment, our ſhedding ſo much Blood 

| G 3 to 
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to deliyer our Country from Coercency 
in matters of Belief, if as bon as the Pow- 


er is in our Hands, we embrue them in 


the Blood of our Countty-men, meetly 
for their Religion? Have we ſo foon 


forgot thoſe ſharp Reproofs of the A+ 


poſtle? Behold, you are called Jews, and reſt 


in the Law, and make your boaft of God, you 
know his Will, and approve the things that 
are more Excellent; you are confident that 


Jour ſelves are Guides of the Blind, and 
Lights to them that are in Darkneſs, In- 
ſtructors of the Fooliſh, and Teachers of 
Babes, who have the form of Knowledge and 


of Trath in the Law: Jon therefore who 
teach another, teach you not your ſelves? 
Jou that teach à Man, ſhould not Steal; you 
that abhor Idols, do you commit Sactilepe ? 
In the day when God fhall judge the Secrets 
of Men by Jeſas Chriſt, how ſhall we anſwer 
that excellent and ſelf-evident Precept 
of Nature, Do a you would be done unto? 


| God is not mocked; he promiſes indeed 


that the week ſhall inherit the Land, but 
ſurely means not ſuch as ſeem meek only 


to inherit the Land. 


Thus ſharply went on my angry Pres- 
byterian ; and I confeſs, I was extreamly 


. aſhamed to hear him ſay ſo much Rea- 
ſon, that uſed to ſpeak nothing but Paſ- 


ſion; and to ſee myſelf ſo confounded 
by one that I have always a 
| "a." 


8 


(87) 


with eaſe upon any other Subject; and 
| ſhould have liked far better his Obſer- 
vations (which with Grief I acknow- 
ledge to be too true and open to all the 
World) if they had come from an indif- 
| N and unfactious Spirit; becauſe I ſu- 
ſpect they may perhaps proceed rather 
from Envy towards the Gainers, than 
Peity upon the Loſers; for during the 
Violent and therefore Short Dominion of 
the Presbyterians, never were more cruel 
torturers of the Conſciencs than they; ne- 
ver a more tyranncal Tribunal than their 
\ te" 269 Aſſembly , and claſſical High- [ 
ommiſſion; but the hand of the Lord | 
ſtopt them 1a their full carier; and by 
'f|' woful Experience they now find the 
truth of God's Threatmngs : If you bite Gal. 5.15. 
and devour one anvther, take heed you be 
not conſumed one of another. 1. 
« Wherefore it ſhall be my daily Pray- 
© er to our great and good God, that he 
would graciouſly inſpire his Servants, 
who now ſit at the Helm, to prevent 
the like heavy Judgments upon them- 
ſelves ; and ſeriouſly conſidering, that 
both their Allegiance to Reaſon, their 
Duty to God, their Engagement to 
their own Principles, call ſo loudly up- 
on them, they would fulfil now our Joy, 
and compleat the good Work ſo hoppily be- 
gun, by putting the Tender-conſctenced and 
G 4 Peace- 
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0 Peaceable minded People 7 this Nation 
© into a condition of perfect Security for 
© matters of Religion; which cannot be 10 


© fetted without a General Act of Conſci- 
© ence Indemnity, firmly to be eſtabliſhed as 

© a fundamental and unalterable Law of the 

© Land, for all that profeſs the Goſpel of _ 
© Chriſt. | 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Ince there is ſcarce ons whom ſome- 
O thing in theſe few Sheets will not 
pleaſe, nor very many, whom ſomething 8 
will not diſpleaſe; they therefore humbl x 
and freely ſubmit themſelves, not only 
to the Judgment of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
but of every Civil Man; and I have 
(according to the Order of Parliament ) 
hereunto ſubſcribed my Name. | 


m— A. D. 1652. 


William Birchley. , 
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PREFACE 


To the READER. 


T « ſufficiently known, how the Presby- 
terian Party in this Nation, having by 
the help of the Covenant and force of 

Arms, rooted out ( as they thought) Epiſ- 


cCopal or Prelatical Government, eſtabliſbd 


by the known Laws of the Land, ſoon found 
themſelves ſupplanted in their new intend- 
ed Uniformity, [ preſſed on all Men with 
a moſt zealous Rigour] by their younger 
Brother Independency : Which under the 
ſmooth pretentions of Liberty of Conſci- 
ence and Toleration, threatned Presbyte- 
r y with the ſame Deſtruttion. Hereupon 
the Presbyterian Miniſters of London, meet- 
ing at Sion-College, drew up this enſuing 
Letter to the Aſſembly convened at Welt. 
minſter, to poſſeſs them with the unlawful. 
eſs of Liberty of Conſcience and To- 
leration ; eſpeczally aiming at Indepen- 
dency, their feared Rival, But the intel. 
ligent Reader will eaſily diſcern how their 


' own Arguments recoil upon themſelves : 


«How 


Preface to the Reader. 


How dangerous and wicked it is, in their 
Judgment, to tolerate (much more to per- 
petuate by 4 ſtanding Law) Schiſm in the 
Church, whether of Presbytery or Inde. 
pendency, of which they are ſo equally 
guilty, that it will be very difficult, if not 
impoſſible, for an impartial Underſtanding, 
to condemn the one, and to acquit the other: 
Tea, it will appear by their own Reaſons 
here alledged, how neceſſary it is to the pre- 
ſervation of Truth and Peace, that an Uni- 
form Obedience be yielded to one and the 
fame eſtabliſhed Rale of Eccleſiaſtical Poli- 
ty, leſt otherwiſe the People be ſeduced 
and drawn away from our Congregati- 
ons; the godly, painful, orthodox, and con- 
formable Clergy be diſcouraged; all ſorts 
of Sectaries emboldened to deſire and en- 
deavour the like Indulgence; the Civil 
State by endleſs Diviſians weakened ; and 
the Church firſt diſtracted, and at laſt de- 


ſtroyed. 


The God of Peace and Truth grant us 
a right Underſtanding in all Things. 


Amen. F 
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3 A 
LET T E R 
FROM THE 


PRESBYTERIANS 


1 Aſſembly, &c. 


SONIC CNC CCN 


Io our Reverend, Learned, and 
Religious Brethren, The PROLOCUTOR, 
and the reſt - kay DiviNts Aſſembled 
at Weſtminſter : Theſe preſent. 


Veererend and beloved Brethren, 


— 


FE are exceedingly apprehen- 
88 5 henſive of the Bedireableneſs 
I: 8 of our Church's Peace, and 
N G of the Pleaſantneſs of Bre- 
=== threns Unity, knowing that 
when Peace is ſet upon its proper Baſis, 


dix. Righteouſneſs and Truth, it is me 
0 


4 


F 
ol the beſt Poſſeſſions, both delectable 
and profitable; like Aaron's Ointment, 

and the Dew of Herman. It is true, by 
reaſon of different Lights, and different 


r among Brethren, there may be 
diſlenting in Opinion: Yet, why ſhould 
there be any ſeparating from Church. Commu. 
nion (a)? The Church's Coat may be of. 
divers Colours ; yet, why ſhould there 
be any Rent in it? Have we not a Touch- 
ſtone of Truth, the good Word of God ? 
And when all things are examined by 
that Word, then that which is belt may 
be held faſt : But firſt they muſt be 
| known, and then examined afterward, 
If our diſſenting Brethren, after ſo many . 
importunate Intreaties, would have been 
perſwaded [either in Zeal to the Truth, 
or in ſincere Love to the Church's Peace 
and Unity among Brethren, or in reſpect 
to their own Reputation by fair and in- 
| ey dealing, or 1n Conſcience to their 
romiſe made with the Miniſters of L,9NpoN, 
nom five Tears ſince (H, or any ſuch like 
reaſonable Conſideration} at laſt to have) 
given us a full Narrative of their Opt- 
nions, and Grounds of their Separation, 


— 


y 4 


(a) What is the keeping C1vemicles, of private Meet 
ings, but ſeparating from our Church-Communion ? 

(6) Yet the Miniſters of this Perſwaſion made as little 

_ Conſcience of their Subſcriptions, Promiſes, yea, Oaths of Ca 

nonjcal Obedience to their reſpeRive Dioceſans, 


\ 


Wo 


we are perſuaded, they would not have 


(-95 ) 


food at ſuch a diſtance from us, as now 
they do: But they choſe rather to walk 
by their own private Lights [or as the mo- 


den Phraſe i P81VATE JUDGMENTS ] 


than to unboſome themſelves to us their 
moſt affect ionate Brethren ; and to ſet 
themſelves in an antrodden Way of their 


own, rather than to wait what our Co- 


denanted Reformation, according to the 
Word of God, and Examples of the beſt 
Reformed Churches (c) would bring forth. 
But the Offence doth not end here; it 
is much that our Brethren ſhould ſeparate 
from our Church: But that they ſhould 
endeavour to © get a Warrant to authoriſe 
&« their Seperation from it, and to have Li- 
&« berty (by drawing Members out of it) to 
& weaken and diminiſh it, till, ſo far as lies 
« in them, they have brought it to nothing; 
& this we think to be plainly unlawful : Yet 
this we underſtand is their preſent De- 
ſign and Endeavour. Wherefore, Reve- 
rend Brethren, having had ſuch large 
Experience of your Zeal of God's Glory, 
your Care of his afflicted Church, your 
earneſt Endeavours to promote the com- 
pleat Reformation of it, and of your ready 


A 


(c) Shew the Example of one Reformed Church, which 
alloweth her Miniſters Liberty not to uſe her [Eſtabliſh'd 
Rites and Ceremoriese : | 

Con- 
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Concurrence with us in the Improve- 
ment of any means that might be found 


conducible to this End; we are bold to 


hint unto you theſe our enſuing Reaſons 
_ the Toleration of Independency in 
thi Church. ms 


I. The Deſires and Endeavours of Inde- 
pendents for a Toleration, are at this 
Time extreamly unſeaſonable and prepo- 
ſterous: For, 


1. The Reformation of Religion is 
not yet perfected and ſettled amongſt 
us, according to our Covenant. And 
why may not the Reform tion be rai- 
fed up at laſt to ſuch Purity and Per- 
tection, that truly tender Conſciences 
may receive abundant Satisfaction for 
ought that yet appears ? 


2. Tis not yet known, what the 
Government of the Independents is, nei- 
ther would they ever yet vouchſafe to 
let the World know what they hold 
in that Point; tho? ſome of their Party 
have been too forward to challenge 
the London Petitioners, as LED WITH 
BLIND OBEDIENCE, AND PINNING 
THEIR SOULS UPON THE PRIEST's 
SLEEVE, for deſiring an W 

O 


II 


Fo, GW); 
of the Government of Chriſt, before 
there was any Model of it extant. 


3. We can hardly be perſwaded, 
that the Independents themſelves, after 
all the Stirs they have made amongſt 
us, are as yet fully reſolved about their 
„ own Way, wheremith they would be conclu- 
ded (d), ſeeing they publiſh not their 
Model, tho* they are nimble enough 
in publiſhing other things: And they 
profeſs Reſerves and New Lights, for 
which they will, no doubt, expect the 
like Toleration, and ſo in inſinitum. It 
were more ſeaſonable to move for To- 
leration, When once they are poſitively 
' determined how far they mean to go, and 
where they mean to ſtay. 


II. Their Deſires and Endeavours are 
unreaſonable and anequal in divers Re- 
gards. | 


1. Partly, becauſe no ſuch Tolera- 
tion hath hitherto been Eſtabliſh'd (ſo 


* 
—— _—_——_. 8 


(d) The Presbyterians, tlio' often preſs'd the reunto, will 
not declare wherewith they would be all concluded, how 
far they mean to engage, and where to ſtay in their Deſires 
of Toleration or Condeſcention. 


far 


(98) 
far as we know) in any Chriſtias State 
by the Civil Magiſtrate. 


2. Partly, becauſe ſome of them (e) have 
- ſolemnly profeſt, that they cannot ſuffer 
| — and anſwerable 45 
is their Practice in _ Places where 

INDEPENDENCY prevails. f 


4 


3. And partly, becauſe to grant fo 
- them and not to other (F) Sectaries, who 
are free-bory as well as they, and have 
one as good Service as they to the Pub- 
lick (as they uſe to plead) mill be 
counted Injuſtice and great Partiality; but 
to grant it unto «ll, will ſcarce be 

. Cclear'd from great Impiety. 


III. Independency is a Schiſm. For, 


r 
? Churches, being true Churches, and 1. 
{0 acknowledg'd by themſelves. 


— * ab 8 
— — — I — — —ü—œ— * AA 


(e) It's notorious, Presbytery would not in the late Times 
tolerate Epiſcopacy. 8 
(f) To grant Indulgence unto a few, would offend many 
more of all Parties. Why may not Iadependents, and all 
other Selfarles, dete the ſame Favour, in caſe they pro- ©?! 
Vide Readcrs or Curates? Ore 
2. (30 


= 4091) 
. © They draw and 3 our 


Members from our Congregations. 


3. They bigs ſeparate Congrega- 
tions under a ſeparate and undiſco- 
ver'd Government. 


. 


4. They r ane with 


o | - our Churches in the Sacraments, 

0 | 
e 5. Their Miniſters refuſe to preach 
. among us as Officers. 

e KM * 

t 6. Their Members, if * any time 


they join with us in hearing the Word 
and Prayer, yet they do it not as with 
the AMliniſterial Word and Prayer, nor 
as Acts of Church-Communion. 


Now, we judge, that 20 Schiſm is to be 
r || tolerated in the Church, oy wal, 1 Cor. 
d 1-10. 1 Cor. 12. 25. Schiſms ; 30025, 


i — — 


— 


The Presbyterians already do, and (in caſe their Tole- 
ration be granted) will draw our Members from our Con- 


85 gregations, which they acknowledge true Churches 

y (b)'Tis granted, no Sch1ſm is to be tolerated: But Presby- 
il ter is a 'Seb1ſm now, as much as Independency was. by you de- 
+ | Cared to be then: wherefore, according to your own 


Grounds, it ought not to be tolerated. 
H 2 Diviſions, 


) 


n me — 22 — - —_ — 
— A „— — —— — 2 — 
” 
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Diviſions, Rom. 6. 17. with 1 Cor. 3. 3. 
Gal. 5. 20. hy 


IV. Many Miſchiefs will inevitably fol- 
low upon this Toleratio» (i), and that 
both to Church and Common-Wealth, 
Firſt, to the Church, as, 


1. Cauſleſs and unjuſt Revolts from 
our Miniſtry and Congregations. 


2. Our Peoples Minds will be trou- 
bled, and in danger to be ſubverted, 
as [As 15. 24. * 


3. Bitter Heart-Burnings among 
Brethren will be fomented and perpe- 
tuated to Poſterity. | 


4. The godly, painful, and Ortho- 
dox Miniſtry will be diſcouraged and 
deſpiſed, | 


— 


(i) Shou'd Presbytery be tolerated, it would produce all 
the very ſame Evils in Church and State, you affirm Inde- 
pendency, if tolerated, would have done: And the ſame 
Reaſons ſtrongly prove, that as Independency was not, ſo 
Presbytery ought not to be tolerated. 


5. The 
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The Life and Power of Godlineſs 
will be eaten out by frivolous Diſ- 
putes, and vain Janglings. 


6. The whole courſe of Religion in 


private Families will be interrupted, 


and undermined. 


7. Reciprocal Duties between Per- 
ſons of neareſt and deareſt Relations, 


will be extremely violated. 
8. The whole Work of Reformation, 


eſpecially in Diſcipline and Govern- 


ment, will be retarded, diſturbed, and 
in danger of being made utterly fru- 
ſtrate and void, whilſt every Perſon 
{hall have Liberty, upon every trivial 
Diſcontent at Presbyterial Government 
and Churches, to revolt from us, and 
liſt themſelves in feparated Congrega- 
tions. 


9. All other Sects and Hereſies in 


the Kingdom will be encouraged to en- 


deavour the like Toleration. 


10. All other Sets and Hereſies in 
the Kingdom will ſa feguard and ſhelter 


themſelves under the Wings of Indepen- 
H 3 dency 
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dency ; and ſome of the Independents 
in their Books have openly avowed, that 
they plead for Liberty of Conſcience as well 
for others, as for themſelves. _ 


11. And the whole Church of Ex- 


land in ſhort time will be fwallowed 


up with Diſtraction and Confuſion: 
And God is not the Author of Confu- 
ſton, but of Peace, 1 Cor. 14. 333 


Secondly, to the Common- wealth. 
For, | 


1. All theſe Miſchiefs in the Church 


will have their proportionable Influ- 
ence upon the Common. wealth. i 


2. The Ringdom will be wofully weaken- 
ed by Scandals and Diviſions ; ſo that 
the Enemies of it, both Domeftical and 
Foreign, will be encoureg'd to plot and 
practice againſt it. 


3. It is much to be doubted, leſt the 
Power of the Magiſtrate ſhould not only 
be weakened, but even utterly overthrown, 
conſidering ihe Principles and Practices 
of Independents, rogether with their 
Compliance with other SeQaries, ſuffi 
ctently knows to be Anti-Magiſtratical. 


v. Such 
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+ V. Such a Toleration is utterly repug. 
F nant and inconſiſtent with that ſolemn 

League and Covenantg, for Reforma- 

tion and Defence of Religion, which 
» not only both Houſes of Parliament, 
41 but alſo Perſons of all forts in both 
. Kingdoms of Exglaud and Scotland, have 
| f{ubſcribed, and with Hands lifted up 
to the moſt High God, have ſworn ; 
which Covenant likewiſe, both you 


5 and we, and thoſe that moſt earneſtly | 
l purſue the Eſtabliſhment of this Tole- | 
h ration, have made (or ſhould have | 
* made) in the Preſence of Almighty ö 


. God, the Searcher of all Hearts, with 
a true Intention to perform the ſame, 
as we ſhall anſwer at that Great Day, 


1; | when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall 
** be diſcloſed. For, 
14 


1. This is oppoſite to the Retor- 
mation of Religion, according to the 
| Word of God, and the Example of 
the beſt Reformed Churches. Axt. r. 


0 

7 2. It is deſtructive to the three Ring- 

es doms (c) neareſt Conjunction and Unifor- 

Ha — ts 

fi. (b) Toleration of Presbytery is no leſs deſtructive to the 
conjunction and uniformity of all the three Kingdoms, than 
Independency, 


h H 4 | mity 


CO) 
mity in Religion and Government, which 
might lead as and our Poſterity after as, 
as Brethren, ta live in Faith and Love. 
Art. 1. n | 


3. It ts plainly contrary to that Extir- 
pation of Schiſm (I), and whatſoever 
ſhall be found contrary to ſound Doctrine. 
and the Power of Godlineſs, which we 
hade ſworn ſincerely, really and conſtantly 
to endeavour, without reſpect of Perſons, 
Art. 2, Es 


+ 


4. Hereby we ſhall be involved in the 
guiir of other Mens Sins, (m) and thereby 
be endangered to receive of their Plagues. 
Art. 2, 75 


7 


5. It ſeems utterly impoſſible, (if 
ſuch a Toleration ſhould be granted) 
that the Lord ſhould be ONE and his 
Name ONE in the three Kingdoms. 
Art. 2. 8 


— 


„„ WI _ 
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(1) Seeing Presbyrery is as much a Schiſm from Epiſco- 
pacy, as Epiſcotacy or Indejendency was from Presbytery, why 
does the Presbyterian inſtead of Extir pat ion, deſire the 
Toleratton of it, contrary to ſuch Covenant ? 

(m) Toleration of Schiſm rendreth Magiſtrates and Mi- 
nifters acceſſary ro the Errors, Sins, and DeſtcuR'on, of 
ſeduced and deluded Feople. | 


6. This 


Er 
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6. This will palpably hinder the Refor: 
mation of Religion, inevitably divide one 
Ningdom from another, and unhappily make 


actions and Parties among the People, 
contrary to this League and Covenant ; 
of which evil Offices, whoſoever ſhall 
be found guilty, are reputed in the 
words of the Covenant, Incendiaries, 
Malignants, (n) or evil Inſtruments, to be 
diſcovered, that they may be brought to 
publick Tryal, and receive condign Puniſh. 
ment. Art. 4. and 5. 8 


Theſe are ſome of the many Conſide- 
rations, which make deep impreſſion 
upon our Spirits, againſt that great 
Diana of Independents, and all the 
SECTARIES SO MUCH CRIED UP BY 
THEM in theſe diſtracted Times, viz. 
2 ToLERATION; a TOLERATION. And 
however, none ſhould have more re- 
joiced than ourſelves in the eſtabliſhment 
of a Brotherly, Peaceable, and Chriſtian 


— 


(1) The Toleration of Deformity even in little matters, 
ſometimes cauſeth Factions and Parties among the People. 
Let us have a care we be not Incendiaries or evil Inſtra- 
ments for Sacrilegious Spirits to work by, ill affetted as 
well to Prezbytery as Epiſcopacy. 


Accom- 
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Accommodation: Let this being utterly 
rejected by them, We cannot Siemble, 
how upon the fore-mentionedGrounds,H/z 
deneſt amd abhor the much endeavoured Toler a- 
fim: Our Bowels, Our Bowels are ftirred 
within ns, and we cou'd even drows our 
felves in Tears,when we call to mind how 
— and ſharp a Travail this Kingdom 
hath been in for many Tears together, 
to bring forth that bleſſed Fruit of a pure 
and perfet Reformation: And now at 
laft, after all our Pangs and Dolors, and 
Expectations, this real and thorough Re- 
formation is in danger of being ſtrangled 
in the Birth, by a lawleſs Toleration, that 

ſtrives to be brought forth before it. 


Wherefore, Reverend and beloved 
Brethren, we cou'd not fatisfie ourſelves 
till we had made ſome diſcovery of our 
Thoughts unto you about this Matter : 
Not chat we can harbour the leaſt jea- 
louſie of your Zeal, Fidelity, or Indu- 

ſtry, in the oppoſing and extirpating of 
* ſuch a Root of Gall and Bitterneſs as To- 
LEKATION # and will be, both in preſent and 
fature Ages: But that we may what lies 
in us, endeavour mutually to ſtrengthen 
one another's Reſolutions againſt the 
preſent growing. Evils, and that our 


Conſciences may not ſmite us another 
Day 
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Day for ſinful Silence, or ſluggiſh Deficit. 
ency in any point of Duty tending to 
the glory of Chriſt, honour of the 
Truth, * of the Church, per- 


fection of Reformation, performance of 
our Covenant, and benefit of preſent 
and ſucceeding Generations. 


From Sion-College, 
London, Dec. 18. Subſcribed by us, Tour Af. 
. fectionate Brethren and 
—_ 7 in the 
ork of the Miniſtry, to 
whom — and Rae 
is very precious. 
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The CLos x. 


AEE the Publiſher now thinks fit to 
Remark, is, that as the Independent 


Power and Greatneſs, took its riſe from 
the fatal miſcarriage of the Presbyterian ; 
ſo the many Evils conſequent thereup- 
on, did at laſt rouze and make the de- 
luded Presbyterian ſpeak out plainly and 
honeſtly, in regard to Hereſies, Schiſms and 
Diviſions, the genuine Offspring of Inde- 
pendency : For by degrees, every Presby- 


teriay almoſt was made ſenſible, that 
they 


% 
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they cou'd not poſſibly ſecure any lon- 
ger the honour due to God, their Savi- 
dur, and their Country (the very Vitals 
of Religion being almoſt eaten out) o- 
therwiſe, than in pulling down the Ba- 
bel they had erected: Nor was this to 
be done any other way, than by ſubſti- 
zating the ſame beautiful Stracture they at 
firſt demoliſh'd. The Independent indeed, 
by a juft Infatuation, began that glorious 
Work himſelf; which was ſoon forward- 
ed by the Presbyrerian: And by a mu- 
tual concurrence [as before in Wicked 
meſs, ſo mow in Repentance ] the whole 
was happily finiſhed, through the good 
Providence of God, in a wonderful Re- 
ſtoration of the Royal Family. | 
And why then ſhou'd not every Pres- 
byterian now ſay with the Pſalmiſt, O pray 
for the peace of Jeruſalem; [that Jeruſa- 
lem where Experience ſhews them, lies 
their greateſt Safety : ] They ſhall proſper 
that love thee : Peace be mithin thy Walls, 
and Plenteouſneſs within thy Palaces ? But 
ſuch Petitions and good Wiſhes will be 
to little purpoſe, if they don't withal 
convince the Chriſtian World by their 
Practice, that our Jeruſalem is built as a 
City that is at unity in itſeif. Would they 
well conſider, in this heir day, the force 
of thoſe many excellent Arguments here 
urg'd 


mf) 
of by their Fore-fathers (whoſe Prin- 


cies, it ought to be preſum'd, are ſtill 
their own) againſt Hereſies, Schiſms, and 
Diviſions : Wou'd they not overlook 
thoſe plain Prophecies in this Letter; 
(the united Judgment of the moſt diſtin- 
guiſh'd amongſt their Brethren at that 
time) ſuch Prophecies as are now fulfilling 
a-pace amongſt ourſelves; and which 
therefore, one wou'd think, ſhou'd in 
itſelſ be a very cogent Argument for their 
uniting with us ; wou'd they do. theſe 
things, tis to be hop'd, their old inve- 
terate Enemy the Independent with all 
his Auxiliaries, ſhall yet not be able to 
hurt us. The Presbyterian muſt, be ſen- 
ſible, that the RAT Diana withwhich 
their Anceſtors upbraided the Independent, 
even for endeavouring after, is now, ac- 
cording to Prophecy, become the ſame 
ROOT OF GALL and BiTTERNEss: And 
if our unhappy Brethren will allow the 
Reaſons to be good, as given by this Sion 
Conclave, they mult entertain the ſame 
Doubts and Scraples as thoſe Gentlemen 
did; leſt the Power of the Mogiſtrate (lay 
they) ſhould not only be weaken'd, but even 
utterly overthrown, viz. conſidering the Prin- 
ciples and Practices of Independents, tage- 
ther with their compliance with other 
Sectaries, ſufficiently known to be ANT1- 
MAGISTRATICAL-» 
| And 


* 3 ; | 
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Arid ap Lam Gilg ende! 
myſelf that there 1 3:7, 
more ſorts than ane] 10 our Hall ib d 
| Religion) at this day, (as has beendately 
Send tom the Throne) who N all: man- 
aer of Artifices are endedvouring io under 
mine it: And therefore for my on part, 
IJ ſhall endeavour, in the Station E am in, 
to anſwer the Reel Mb, by ſhewing 
amyſelf a hearty Friend to our Conſtitu- 
tion, in the ſents manner. 1 have now ) 
plainly And I think, 5 pon the, whole, it 

appears, (and I ſpeak it in the 
— — Soul) that the propereſt | 
Method for ſtrengthning the Proteſtant 

„is a ſtrict adberence to the Efta- 
bli Church of England; which, as tis 
the Glory of the Reformation, ſo tis 
1 the main Aer and n 
it tod. | Os - 


